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OCR  RATIONAL  TIlANKSOrVINO — A DOMESTIC  I 
FESTIVAL. 

(HELD  TEABLT  OE  THE  LAST  THTESDAT  IE  EOVEMBER.) 

Oe  the  twenty-fourth  of  this  month  recurs  the  Day— 
“tho  Inst  Thursday  In  November"— which  bn*  now  be- 
come firmly  established  na  one  of  the  three  Nntlonnl 
Festivals  of  America. 

"The  Birth  of  Washington,"  which  brings  before  all 
mind*  the  example  of  the  patriot  hero  and  the  Christian 
man;  "Independence  Day,"  which  reminds  ns  of  the 
free  principles  on  which  onr  OoTernment  was  founded  ; 
and  “ Thanksgiving  Day,"  which  lifts  onr  hearts  to  Hea- 
ven la  gratefnl  devotion,  and  knits  them  together  in  bond* 
of  social  a Section — are  three  anniversaries  each  as  no 
other  People  have  the  good  fortune  to  enjoy . We  fervently 
trust  that,  so  long  as  the  nation  endures,  these  three  Fes- 
tivals will  continue  to  be  observed  with  an  ever  deepening 
sense  of  their  beauty  and  value. 

In  our  endeavors,  which  have  been  continued  for  many 
years,  to  secure  the  recognition  of  owe  dog  Ihroughotd  the 
land  oe  the  Day  if  public  Thanhtgiotng,  we  ate  con- 
scious of  not  having  In  any  manner  gone  beyond  the 
proper  limits  of  the  spbeie  which  we  have  prescribed  for 
the  Lady's  Book.  It  Is  the  peculiar  happiness  of  Thanks- 
giving Day  that  nothing  political  mingles  in  its  observ- 
ance. It  Is  in  Us  very  nature  a religious  and  domestic 
holiday.  It  belongs  to  the  altar  and  the  hearth,  at  which 
teomsrn  should  ever  be  present;  and  the  women  of  our 
country  should  take  this  day  under  their  peculiar  charge, 
and  sanctify  it  to  acts  of  piety,  charity,  and  domestic  love. 

There  is  one  duty  connected  with  the  day  which  on  the 
present  occasion  should  be  especially  called  to  mind.  In 
the  divine  order  which  was  given  to  the  Israelites  for  the 
celebration  or  their  great  National  Festival,  the  “ Feast  of 
Weeks,"  they  were  bidden  to  "eat  the  firt,  and  drink  the 
sweet,  and  tend  portion t unto  them  for  whom  no thing  it 
prepared."  Although  Providence  has  blessed  our  land 
with  an  abounding  harvest,  we  must  remember  that 
there  are  among  us  many  who  will  have  but  a scanty  and 
Insufficient  share  in  this  abundance.  The  civil  war  has 
given  to  our  care  many  maimed  and  helpless  men,  many 
widows  and  orphans,  many  destitute  refugees.  Notwith- 
standing all  the  provision  made  by  Government,  there 
will  be  ample  room  for  all  that  private  benevolence  can 
bestow.  Let  us  each  see  to  it  that  on  thi*  one  day  there 
shall  be  no  family  or  Individual,  within  the  compass  of 
our  means  to  help,  who  shall  not  have  some  portion  pre- 
pared, and  some  reason  to  Join  In  the  general  Thanks- 
giving. 

Who  can  estimate  the  benefits  and  blessings  which  may 
low  from  the  fclthfal  observance  of  this  happy  Fertival  t 
For  one  day  the  strife  of  parties  will  be  hushed,  the  eases 
of  business  will  be  put  aside,  and  all  hearts  wUl  Join 
la  common  emotions  of  gratitude  and  good-will.  We 
may  even  hope  that  for  one  day  war  itself  will  cease  by 
oommon  consent,  as  was  the  custom  in  the  Middle  Ages 
.during  the  solemn  eharoh  Festival  known  as  the  "Truoe 
of  God;"  and  it  b not  impossible  that  sentiments  may 
then  be  awakened  which  will  aid  in  bringing  on  that 
return  of  true  union  and  peace  which  b so  earnestly 
.desired. 


At  all  events,  we  may  be  sure  that,  wherever  It  b pos- 
sible, among  our  war-worn  soldiers  in  every  camp  aud 
hospital,  among  onr  gallant  sailors  on  every  sea,  among 
our  devoted  missionaries,  laboring  throughout  all  hea- 
thendom, among  patriotic  Americans  in  every  foreign 
country,  as  well  as  among  millions  of  homes  in  our  own 
wide  land,  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans, 'this 
great  National  aud  Domestic  Fertival  will  be  celebrated 
with  happy  recollections  and  cheerful  hopes,  and  with 
grateful  and  softened  hearts. 

Let  us  all,  with  devout  thankfulness  to  the  beneficent 
Giver  of  all  good  gifts,  do  oar  beat  to  make  this  coming 
Thanksgiving  Day  a foretaste  of  that  happy  period  of 
"peace  on  earth  and  good-will  among  men,"  la  which 
all  wrongs  and  sufferings  from  evil  are  to  dissolve  like 
shadows  before  the  noonday  sun,  la  the  righteousness  and 
goodness  which  will  crows  the  glorious  reign  of  Christ  on 
earth. 

Non.— On  the  last  Thursday  In  November,  lfifl#,  the 
following  States  united  is  holding  their  Thanksgiving  by 
proclamations  from  ibetr  respective  Governors,  thai,  Vy 
the  will  of  the  People,  sanctioning  the  establishing  of  this 
National  and  Domestic  Festival  as  an  Aaserieaa  institu- 
tion: Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts, 


Texas,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  Kentucky.  Ohio.  Michigan, 
Indtona,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Kansas 
(then  a Territory),  California,  Nebraska  Territory,  District 
of  Columbia.  . 

Is  November,  1880,  the  number  was  about  the  same, 
and  also  thb  American  Festival  was  celebrated  by  the 
resident  Americans  abroad,  by  our  embassies,  and  on 
board  our  fiesta.  Last  year,  186S,  the  Day  was  appointed 
by  the  President,  and  was  Joyfully  observed  in  our  own 
land,  wherever  the  American  lag  held  swayand  in  the 
Old  World  wherever  the  knowledge  of  thb  Jirnd  day.  the 
lad  Thursday  in  November,  was  known  to  American 
resldenb  as  the  American  Festival. 

THANKSGIVING  HTMN. 

Our  Father ! To  thy  throne  our  thoughts  ascend 
In  grateful  symphony  of  thanks  and  praise, 

For  ail  the  merries  that  our  steps  attend. 

The  smiles  that  bless,  the  hopes  that  cheer  our  days ; 
For  all  the  gladness  of  the  budding  spring, 

The  golden  garutturs  of  summer  fields, 

The  aheaty  crown  that  Autumn  glorias  bring, 

The  sweet  content  the  Winter  fireside  yields. 

For  all  the  bounties  ortho  fruitful  sod. 

We  give  thee  thanks,  our  Father  and  our  God. 

We  thank  thee  for  the  ward  thine  angeb  kept 
Above  the  precious  heads  to  us  so  dear, 

That  no  111  thing  should  harm  them  while  they  slept, 
Nor  noonday  peetilenee  should  come  an  ear. 

And  ah!  the  strokes  that  pierced  our  quivering  hearts, 
The  Mows  that  tore  our  dearest  from  the  day ! 

We  know  thy  mercy  aimed  the  fatal  darts, 

We  know  Hwas  thine  to  give  and  take  away. 

Alike  for  fostering  hand  and  chastening  rod 
We  give  thee  thanks,  onr  Father  and  «ur  God. 

We  thank  thee  for  the  guiding  radlanee  shed 
Along  the  way  wherein  we  Journey  here; 

The  folth  that  smooths  the  loftiest  steep  we  tread. 

The  hope  tW  light*  ro  through  the  vale  soo«t  drear ; 
The  love  unequalled,  shown  by  Him  who  died 
That  we  might  live,  who  lives  that  we  may  rise 
Through  death  to  follow  him,  the  Cruoifled, 

Redeemer  and  Exemplar,  to  the  skis*. 

We  mark  the  shining  path  our  Leader  trod. 

And  give  thee  thanks,  our  Father  and  our  God.  ^ ^ 
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UNHONORED. 

Every  school  child  can  recite  that  Thanksgiving 
Day  v\tes  first  observed  by  the  Puritans  ofjhe  very 
threshqld'of  our  national  life,  when  a gopd  harvest 
followed  a winter  of  hardship  and  death.  But  nei- 
ther child  nor  adult,  with  few  exceptions,  is  clear  as 
to  process  through  which  the  observance  passed  to 
become  a national  holiday. 

Thanksgiving  Day,  one  of  the  three  universally 
observed  national  holidays,  was  officially  designated 
for  national  observance  in  1864  as  the  culmination  of 
20  years  of  editorial  and  personal  effort  by  Mrs. 
Sarah  Josephine  Hale,  who  was  born  in  Newport 
N.  H.,  in  1788. 

Mrs.  Hale,  throughout  a long  career  as  editor  of  a 
woman’s  magazine,  waged  a lone  fight  in  behalf  of 
a plan  conceived  by  her  of  having  an  annual  thanks- 
giving celebration  observed  on  the  same  day  by  all 
the  people.  Hundreds  of  editorials  hi  her  magazine 
and  letters  to  presidents,  governors  and  congress- 
men finally  won  the  support  of  President  Lincoln. 

It  would  seem  to  be  a fitting  thing  for  some  presi- 
dent to  establish  her  immortality  by  recognizing  her 
national  achievement  in  a Thanksgiving  Day  procla- 
mation. 


- STOV.  21,  K2§ 


A Woman  Editor  Gained  Recognition 
[jOf  Thanksgiving  as  a National  Holiday 

For  Twenty  Ye.r*  Mr..  Sarah  Joaepha  Hale,  Who  Conducted  Qodey’a  Ladies’ 
Book  Urged  That  Americans  Everywhere  Set  Aside  a Day  on  Whic  o ive 

Thanks  for  the  Year's  Blessiogs-She  Won  Her  Fight  When  Lincoln  Adopted 

the  Plan  in  1863,  Naming  the  Fourth  Thursday  in  November* 


seems  to  prevail  in  some 
Utc  women  of  the  United 
accomplished  ajything 
before  they  were  given 
j the  right  to  vote.  Talk  of  that  character  is  a 
million  miles  from  the  truth.  The  women  of 
America  have  always  been  doing  fine,  big. 
worthwhile  things,  Ji.  O.  Bishop  writes  in  the 
National  Republic. 

At  this  particular  season  of  the  year  it  is 
appropriate  to  tell  about  the  woman  who,  after 
twenty  years  of  patient  effort,  succeeded  in 
having  an  annual  Thanksgiving  celebration  In 
this  country  observed  on  the  same  day  by 
all  of  the  people. 

The  name  of  this  woman  was  Mrs.  Sarah 
Josepha  Hale.  Few  women,  either  before  or 
since,  have  accomplished  more  big  things  for 
the  betterment  of  men  and  women.  Probubiy 
few  persons  of  the  present  generation  have 
ever  heard  of  this  gifted  woman.  She  was 
born  at  Newport,  N.  H.,  October  24,  1788,  and 
died  in  Philadelphia,  April  30,  187E.  She  was 
not  a college  woman,  but  was  taught  by  her 
mother.  In  1813,  at  the  age  of  25,  .he  married 
* a lawyer,  David  Hale,  a brother  of  Salma  Hale, 
historian  and  at  one  time  a meiroer  of  con- 
gress from  New  Hampshire.  Nine  years  later 
she  was  left  a widow  with  five  children.  She 
was  a genuine,  old-fashioned  American  woman, 
and  did  not  clamor  for  governmental  or  in- 
dividual aid.  She  was  quite  content  to  go  to 
work.  In  1828  she  became  editor  of  the  Ladies 
Magazine,  which  had  recently  been  starred  in 
Boston.  She  successfully  edited  this  publica- 
tion until  1837,  when  it  was  merged  with 
Godey’s  Ladies’  Book.  She  continued  with  the 
latter  publication  until  1877. 

Editing  a magazine  is  usually  considered  a 
pretty  big  job  in  itself.  Mrs.  Hale,  however, 
seemed  to  find  time  for  many  other  things. 
She  organized  the  Seaman’s  Aid  Society  in 
Boston,  which  is  the  parent  of  similar  organi- 
zations now  existing  in  most  parts.  The  com- 
pletion of  the  Bunker  Hill  monument  was  also 
partly  due  to  the  efforts  of  this  little  woman. 


She  persuaded  the  women  of  New  England  to 
raise  $50,000  for  that  purpose. 

The  plan  of  educating  women  for  medical 
and  missionary  service  in  foreign  lands  was 
inaugurated  by  Mrs.  Hale.  She  devoted  a num- 
ber of  years  to  this  effort,  finally  succeeding 
through  the  organization  of  the  Ladies’  Medi- 
cal Missionary  Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
Woman’s  Union  Missionary  Society  for  Heathen 
Lands,  in  New  Yolk. 

Throughout  her  editorial  work  Mrs.  Hale 
urged  the  practical  advancement  of  women,  ad- 
vocating their  employment  as  teachers  and  the 
establishment  of  seminaries  for  their  higher 
education. 

It  was  in  the  early  forties  that  Mrs.  Hale 
began  her  campaign  for  making  Thanksgiving 
a national  holiday  and  its  celebration  on  the 
same  day  all  over  the  country.  It  was  then 
the  custom  for  different  localities  to  observe 
the  occasion  on  whatever  day  happened  to 
strike  their  fancy.  ■ 


ression 
quarters  that 
States  never 
worth  while 


A THANKSGIVING  IN  1777. 

Following  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  at 
j Saratoga  in  1777,  the  continental  congress  had 
i appointed  a committee  to  recommend  joint 
I thanksgiving  for  “the  signal  success  lately 
'obtained  over  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States.’’ 

In  1778  Thanksgiving  was  set  for  December 
30,  most  of  the  states  concurring  in  a uniform 
date,  but  there  were  other  Thanksgivings  in 
May,  June  and  December  as  the  various  states 
saw  fit  to  order  them. 

Jr.  wras  not  until  January,  1795,  that  Wash- 
ington was  authorized  by  congress  to  proclaim 
a national  Thanksgiving,  which  he  did  for 
February  19. 

For  twenty  years  Mrs.  Hale  wrote  editorials 
in  her  magazine,  and  personal  letters  to  gover- 
nors and  Presidents,  in  behalf  ol  a national 
Thanksgiving  day.  Her  eiforts  and  patience 
were  rewarded  in  1803,  when  Abraham  Lincoln 
saw  the  wisdom  of  her  suggestions'tLWHTTe'clded 
to  adopt  the  plan.  From  that  day  to  this 
Thanksgiving  has  been  celebrated  by  the  entire 
nation  the  fourth  Thursday  of  November 
After  the  1795  day  of  Thanksgiving  in , 
February,  the  festival  was  skipped  for  twenty 
years.  In  1815,  when  peace  wi'.h  Great  Britain 
followed  the  War  of  1812,  congress  resolved 
that  “a  joint  committee  of  both  houses  wait 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
request  that  he  recommend  a day  of  Thanks- 
giving to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  with  religious  solemnity  and 
the  offering  of  devout  acknowledgments  to 
i God  for  His  mercies  and  in  prayer  to  Him 
for  the  continuance  of  His  blessings.’’ 

A LONG  LAPSE  AFTER  1815. 

The  day  fixed  for  observance  was  April 
13,  1815,  but  thereafter  Thanksgiving  as  a na- 
I tional  celebration  fell  by  the  wayside,  not 
tc  be  revived  until  Mrs.  Hale’s  campaign  moved 
President  Lincoln  to  act  in  18'J3. 

N{rs.  Hale’s  persistent  efforts  had  won  favor 
lor  the  idea  in  most  states  by  the  time  the 
Civil  War  had  arrived.  Some  states  already 
had  begun  the  observance  of  a fall  Thanks- 
I giving  day  nearly  ten  years  before  the  national 
day  m November  was  set  aside.  New  York  was 
one  of  these,  and  her  representatives  in  con- 
gress tried  repeatedly  to  induct*  tnat  body  to 
name  a day,  in  1863  there  actually  two 


Thanksgiving  days,  the  northern  states  having 
observed  one  in  August  for  the  victory  at 
Gettysburg. 

Following  the  assassination  of  Lincoln,  Mrs. 
Hale  feared  the  holiday  might  be  allowed  to 
drop.  She  urged  the  necessity  of  keeping  the 
national  fall  festival  as  a “Thanks  day  for 
all  good  things  given  us  by  the  Heavenly 
' Father.”  Mrs.  Hale  wrote  to  ministers  all 
j over  the  country,  urging  them  to  help. 

The  First  Congregational  church  of  Wash- 
f ington  responded  to  Mrs.  Hale’s  plea,  and 
sent  a delegation  to  President  Andrew  John- 
son requesting  him  to  issue  a Thanksgiving 
j proclamation.  He  acceeded  and  the  Presidents 
j since  have  followed  his  example  without  being 
| petitioned,  the  states  issuing  separate  procla- 
1 mations  in  keeping  with  the  national  edict. 


1 Mrs.  Hale  wrote  many  books  and  poems.  The 
most  famous  of  her  poems  were  “Mary’s  Lamb,” 
“The  Light  of  Home”  and  “It  Snows.”  Per- 
haps the  best  known  of  her  works  is  “Wom- 
an’s Record,  or  Sketches  of  All  Distinguished 
Women  From  the  Creation  to  the  Present  Day,” 
first  published  in  1853,  and  enlarged  in  1869. 
She  went  on  writing  verses  and  jingles  for 
children,  articles  and  novels  for  jyown  persons 
and  editing  her  magazine  until  shortly  before 
her  death  in  1879,  at  which  time  she  was  91 
vpHf?  old. 


MRS.  SARAH  JOSEPHA  HALE'.  WHO  WON  A 20-YEAR 
FIGHT  FOR  THE  NATIONAL  OBSERVANCE  OF 
THANKSGIVING  DAY. 


Woman  Got  Lincoln 
to  Proclaim  First 

i ving 


Although  Thanksgiving  day 
long  has  been  associated  with  the 
first  harvest  thanksgiving  cele- 
brated by  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  it 
remained  for  President  Lincoln  to 
issue  the  first  regular  or  annual 
Thanksgiving  day  proclamation. 

President  Washington  had 
named  a Thanksgiving  day  in 
1789  and  in  1795,  and  President 
Madison  in  1815,  but  no  man  had 
established  a regular  period  of 
thanksgiving  observance. 

A woman,  Mrs.  Sarah  Josepha 
Hale,  for  many  years  editor  of 
a popular  women’s  magazine, 
“Godey’s  Ladies’  Book,”  had  a 
significant  part  in  influencing 
President  Lincoln  to  proclaim  a 
regular  Thanksgiving  day.  In 
1861  Mrs.  Hale  began  urging  that 
“we  lay  aside  our  enmities  and 
strifes  ...  on  this  one  day.” 

Wrote  to  Lincoln  - 

Since  1851,  however,  she  had 
been  appealing  to  each  successive 
president  to  appoint  such  a day 
as  President  Washington  had.  No 
definite  result  had  been  obtained 
although  some  presidents  complied 
with  her  wish. 

Then  in  September,  1863,  Mrs. 
Hale  wrote  to  President  Lincoln. 
She  suggested  he  follow  George 
Washington’s  example  in  naming 
a Thanksgiving  day,  the  Sunday 
School  Times  reports. 

The  matter  was  taken  under 
consideration,  William  H.  Seward, 
secretary  of  state,  replied  on  Sept. 
29. 

Proclamation  Followed 

On  Oct.  3,  1863,  just  four  days 
after  Secretary  Seward’s  answer 
to  Mrs.  Hale’s  letter,  Abraham 
Lincoln  issued  his  national  thanks- 
giving proclamation: 

“The  year  that  is  drawing  to  a 
close  has  been  filled  with  the 
blessings  of  fruitful  fields  and 
healthful  skies.  To  these  bounties 
which  are  so  constantly  enjoyed 
that  we  are  prone  to  forget  the  i 
source  from  whiclj  they  come, 
others  have  been  added  which  are 
of  so  extraordinary  nature  that 
they  cannot  fail  to  penetrate  and 
soften  the  heart  which  is  habit- 
ually insensible  to  the  ever  watch- 
ful providence  of  Almighty  God. 

“In  the  midst  of  a civil  war  of 
unequalled  magnitude  and  sever- 
ity which  has  sometimes  seemed 
to  foreign  states  to  invite  and  pro- 
voke their  aggression,  peace  has 
been  preserved  with  all  nations, 
order  has  been  manitained,  the 
laws  have  been  respected  and 
obeyed,  and  harmony  has  pre- 
vailed everywhere  except  in  the 
field  of  military  conflict;  while 
that  theater  has  been  greatly  con- 
tracted by  the  advance  armies  of 
tl)e  Union.  ‘ 


Thanksgiving 
Theme  of  Exhibit 
in  Museum 

Thanksgiving  is  the  theme  of  the 
exhibit  now  being  held  in  the 
State  Historical  museum.  The 
showing  includes  paintings  and  re- 
productions of  pictures  about  this 
feast  day  and  a number  of  Thanks- 
giving greeting  cards  which  date 
from  the  beginning  of  the  century 
up  to  the  present. 

The  museum  is  continuing  its 
policy  of  presenting  timely  ex- 
, hibits  and  has  collected  a large 
group  of  items  which  portray  cele- 
brations. 


ment  of  neace  harmony,  tran- 
quility, and  union. 

“In  testimony  whereof  I have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused 
the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be 
affixed. 

“Done  at  the  City  of  WasKing- 
ton  this  third  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
three.  and  of  the  independence  of  j 
the  United  States  the  eighty- 
eighth. 

A.  LINCOLN.  1 

“By  the  President:  William  H. 
Seward,  Secretary  of  State.” 


„«ui  ui  diversions  of  wealth 
and  strength  from  the  fields  o'.  ' 
peaceful  industry  to  the  national  ’ 
defense  have  not  arrested  the 
plow,  the  shuttle,  or  the  ship;  the 
ax  has  enlarged  the  borders  of 
our  settlements,  and  the  mines,  as 
well  of  iron  and  coal  as  of  precious 
metals,  have  yielded  more  abun-  . 
dantly  than  heretofore.  Popula- 
tion has  steadily  increased,  not- 
withstanding the  waste  that  has 
been  made  in  the  camp,  the  siege, 
and  the  battlefield,  and  the  coun- 
try rejoicing  in  the  consciousness 
of  augmented  strength  and  vigor 
is  permitted  to  expect  continuance 
of  years  with  large  increase  of 
freedom. 

• No  human  counsel  hath  de- 
vised, nor  hath  any  mortal  hand 
worked  out  these  great  things. 
They  are  the  gracious  gifts  of  the 
Mcst  High  God,  who,  while  deal- 
ing with  us  in  anger  for  our  sins, : 
hath  nevertheless  remembered  us 
in  mercy. 

“With  Humble  Penitence — ” 

“It  has  seemed  to  me  fit  and 
proper  that  they  should  be  sol- 
emnly, reverently,  and  gratefully 
acknowledged  as  with  one  heart 
and  one  voice  by  the  whole  of 
American  people.  I do,  there- 
fore, invite  my  fellow  citizens  in  1 
every  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  also  those  who  are  at  sea  or  j 
who  are  sojourning  in  foreign.  | 
lands,  to  set  apart  and  observe  | 
the  last  Thursday  in  November  ; 
•next  as  a day  of  Thanksgiving  and 
praise  to  our  beneficent  Father  1 
who  dwelleth  in  the  heavens.  Ar.d 
T recommend  to  them  while  of- 
fering up  the  ascriptions  justly 
due  to  Him  for  such  singular  de- 
liverance and  blessings,  they  do 
also,  with  humble  penitence  for 
our  natural  perverseness  and  dis- 
obedience, commend  to  His  tender 
care  all  those  who  have  become 
widows,  orphans,  mourners,  or 
sufferers  in  the  lamnetable  civil 
strife  in  which  we  are  unavoid- 
ably engaged,  and  fervently  im- 
plore the  interposition  of  the  Al- 
mighty Hand  to  heal  the  wounds 
of  the  nation  to  the  full  enjoy- 


WHY  LINCOLN 
SET  A DAY  FOR 
THANKSGIVING 


Disclose  Woman’s 
Persuasive  Note 

BY  WALTER  TROHAN 

| | Chicago  Tribune  Press  Service] 

Washington,  Nov.  22 — How  the 
author  of  “Mary  Had  a Little 
Lamb’’  persuaded  Abraham  Lin- 
coln to  designate  Thanksgiving 
day  as  an  American  national  holi- 
day is  revealed  in  papers  in  the 
library  of  congress. 

’ Tiie  Tribune  is  privileged  to 
tell  the  story  for  the  first  time  as 
uncovered  by  Dr.  Luther  H.  Evans 
librarian  of  congress,  and  Dr.  Da- 
vid C.  Mearns,  assistant  librarian. 
The  story  explains  why  Thanks- 
giving was  set  on  a Thursday  and 
why  the  fourth  Thursday  in  No- 
vember was  selected. 

The  librarians’  investigation 
brought  to  light  the  woman’s  let- 
ter that  induced  the  Civil  war 
President  to  invite  “ his  fellow- 
citizens  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  all  those  who 
are  at  sea  and  those  who  are  so- 
journing in  foreign  lands  to  set 
apart  and  observe”  what  has  be- 


MR§.  SARAH  HALE 


come  a traditional  American  holi- 
day “ as  a day  of  thanksgiving 
and  praise  to  our  beneficent 
Father  who  dwelleth  in  the 
heavens." 

Among  Lincoln’s  Papers 
Tbfc  letter  was  found  in  the  pa- 


pers  of  Lincoln,  deposited  in  the 
| library  of  congress  by  his  son, 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  with  the 
condition  that  they  should  not  be 
made  public  until  21  years  after 
the  son’s  death.  The  papers  were 
made  public  in  the  summer  ot 
1947  but  the  document  showing 
Lincoln's  relation  to  Thanksgiving 
Was  not  reached  until  a few  days 
i'ago  in  the  three  year  and  continu- 
i ing  examination  of  the  papers. 

< The  author  of  the  letter,  who 
j has  been  described  as  a “ Ma- 
donna in  bustles,”  was  Mrs.  Sarah 

: Josepha  Buell  Hale,  a woman  ol 
tenacity  and  many  accomplish- 
ments. In  addition  to  achieving 
, immortality  for  the  rhymes  about 
Mary  and  her  lamb,  she  had  many 
other  claims  to  fame. 

Mrs.  Hale,  who  began  her  pub- 
lic career  at  40  and  became  the 
dictator  of  fashions  and  manners 
in  150,000  American  homes,  was 
the  first  advocate  of  women 
‘ teachers  in  public  schools,  and  is 

< credited  with  introducing  " do- 
I mestic  science  ” into  the  language, 
r.  with  helping  found  Vassar  college 
. for  women,  with  urging  retention 

of  property  rights  by  married 

1 women,  with  instituting  the  first 
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day  nursery,  with  suggesting  pub- 
lic playgrounds  and  with  soliciting 
funds  for  completion  of  Bunker 
hill  monument. 

Her  Other  Achievements 

This  is  a formidable  roll  call  of 
achievement;  but  there  is  more. 
She  founded  the  first  seamen’s 
home,  sent  out  the  first  women 
medical  missionaries,  wrote  more 
than  20  books,  wrote  more  than 
100  poems,  and  was  the  first 
woman  editor  in  the  United 
States.  For  more  than  40  years 
she  edited  the  magazine,  ‘‘Godey’s 
Lady’s  Book,”  and  made  it  widely 
popular. 

She  was  the  big  factor  in  na- 
tionalizing Thanksgiving  day.  The 
holiday  always  fascinated  her.  Her 
earliest  writings  were  about  it. 
This  versatile  woman  was  born  in 
1788  and  in  1829  she  was  writing 
of  the  day  of  turkey  and  cran- 
berry sauce. 

She  urged  various  New  England 
governors  to  agree  on  a fixed  day 
for  the  holiday,  which  some  learn- 
ed persons  have  traced  to  the  He- 
brew Feast  of  Tabernacles.  She 
launched  an  unremitting  cam- 
paign in  1846. 

In  vain  she  petitioned  Presi- 
dents Fillmore,  Pierce,  and  Bu- 
chanan to  end  the  confusion  of 
different  days  for  the  holiday 
among  several  states  and  to  estab- 
lish it  as  a national  holiday. 

Her  Letter  to  Lincoln 

She  was  not  successful  until 
she  sent  the  following  letter  to 
Lincoln,  here  published  for  the 
first  time: 

“ Private 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  28th  1863. 
“ Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln — 

President  of  the  United  States 
“ Sir.— 

“Permit  me,  as  editress  of  the 
‘ Lady’s  Book,’  to  request  a few 
minutes  of  your  precious  time, 
while  laying  before  you  a subject 
of  deep  interest  to  myself  and — 
as  I trust — even  to  the  President 
of  the  republic  of  some  impor- 
tance. This  subject  is  to  have  the 
day  of  our  annual  Thanksgiving 
made  a national  and  fixed  union 
festival. 

“You  may  have  observed  that, 
for  some  years  past,  there  has 
been  an  increasing  interest  felt  in 
our  land  to  have  the  Thanksgiving 
held  on  the  same  day  in  all  the 
states;  it  now  needs  national  rec- 
ognition and  authoritative  fixa- 
tion, only,  to’ become  permanently, 
an  American  custom  and  institu- 
; tion. 

; “ Enclosed  are  three  papers  Lbe- 

ing  printed  they  are  easily  read] 

! which  will  make  the  idea  and  its 
! program  clear  and  show  also  The 
* popularity  of  the  plan. 

Tells  Appeals  Over  15  Years 
| “ For  the  last  fifteen  years  I 

] have  set  forth  this  idea  in  the 
! ‘ Lady’s  Book,’  and  placed  the 

! papers  before  the  governors  of  all 
’ the  states  and  territories — also  I 
- have  sent  these  to  our  ministers 
abroad,  and  our  missionaries  to 


the  heathen — and  commanders  in 
the  navy. 

‘ From  the  recipients  I have  re- 
ceived, uniformly  the  most  kind 
approval.  Two  of  these  letters — 
one  from  governor  [now  General] 
Banks  and  one  from  Governor 
Morgan  are  enclosed;  both  gen- 
tlemen, as  you  will  see,  have  nobly 
aided  to  bring  about  the  desired 
Thanksgiving  union. 

“ But  I find  there  are  obstacles 
not  possible  to  be  overcome  with- 
out legislative  aid — that  each 
state  should  by  statute  make  it 
obligatory  on  the  governor  to  ap- 
point the  last  Thursday  of  No- 
vember, annually,  as  Thanksgiv- 
ing day — or,  as  this  way  would 
require  years  to  realize,  it  has  oc- 
curred to  me  that  a proclamation 
from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  would  be  the  best,  surest 
and  most  fitting  method  of  na- 
tional appointment.” 

Reveals  Plea  to  Seward 
Here,  switching  to  the  indirect 
mode  of  address,  she  continued: 

“ I have  written  to  my  friend, 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  and  asked 
him  to  confer  with  President  Lin- 
coln on  this  subject  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  the 
power  of  appointment  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  the  ter- 
ritories: also  for  the  army  and 
navy  and  all  American  citizens 
abroad  who  claim  protection  from 
the  United  States  flag — could  he 
not,  with  right  as  well  as  duty, 
issue  his  proclamation  for  a day 
of  national  thanksgiving  for  all 
the  above  classes  of  persons?  And 
would  it  not  be  fitting  and  pa- 
triotic for  him  to  appeal  to  the 
governors  of  all  the  states,  invit- 
ing and  commending  these  to 
unite  in  issuing  proclamations  for 
the  last  Thursday  in  November  as 
the  day  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
people  of  each  state?  Thus  the 
great  union  festival  of  America 
would  be  established. 

“ Now  the  purpose  of  this  let- 
ter is  to  entreat  President  Lincoln 
to  put  forth  his  proclamation  ap- 
pointing the  last  Thursday  in  No- 
vember [which  falls  this  year  on 
the  26th]  as  the  national  thanks- 
giving for  all  those  classes  of 
people  who  are  under  the  national 
government  particularly,  and  com- 
mending this  union  thanksgiving 
to  each  state  executive:  thus,  by 
the  noble  example  and  action  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  permanency  and  unity  of  our 
great  American  festival  of  thanks- 
giving would  be  forever  secured. 

“ An  immediate  ' proclamation 
would  be  necessary,  so  as  to  reach 
all  the  states  in  season  for  state 
appointments,  also  to  anticipate 
the  early  appointments  by  gov- 
ernors. 

“ Excuse  the  liberty  I have 
taken. 

“ With  profound  respect 
“ Yrs.  truly 
“ Sarah  Josepha  Hale 


“ Editress  of  the  ‘Lady’s  Book.” 
An  enclosure  with  the  letter  ex- 
plains why  the  last  Thursday  in 
November  [which  in  most  years 
was  the  fourth  Thursday]  was 
selected.  Mrs.  Hale  included  a 
clipping  from  her  column,  “ Edi-  ! 
tor’s  Chair,”  in  her  m .;azine, 
which  said: 

Issued  Six  Days  Later 
“ The  last  Thursday  in  Novem- 
ber was  suggested  because  then 
the  agricultural  labors  of  the 
year  are  generally  completed;  the 
elections  are  over,  those  autumnal 
diseases  which  usually  prevail  i 
more  or  less  at  the  south  have  ! 
ceased,  and  the  summer  wanderers 
are  gathered  to  their  homes.” 

Six  days  later,  Lincoln  issued 
the  first  Presidential  Thanksgiving 
day  proclamation. 

This  action  served  as  a guide  for  | 


CHICAGO  DAILY  TRIBUNE: 
Thur«day,  November  23,  1950 
Parti — Page  10  H 


Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  ------  Dr.  Louis  A-  Warren,  Editor 

Published  each  week  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Number  1180  FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA  November  19,  1951 


SIGNIFICANCE  OF  THE  1864  THANKSGIVING  PROCLAMATION 


So  much  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  President  Lin- 
coln’s Thanksgiving  Day  Proclamation  for  1863,  which 
set  apart  the  day  as  a national  festival,  that  little  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  the  proclamation  issued  the  fol- 
lowing year,  which  gave  to  the  celebration  its  annual 
character.  The  fact  that  there  are  five  Thursdays  this 
current  year  and  that  we  are  observing  the  fourth 
Thursday  as  a day  of  Thanksgiving  instead  of  the  last 
Thursday  as  the  original  proclamation  ordered,  makes  it 
timely  that  the  1864  proclamation  be  given  some  notice. 

The  person  more  responsible  than  any  one  else,  with 
the  exception  of  the  President,  for  both  the  national  and 
the  annual  aspects  of  Thanksgiving  Day  was  Sarah 
Josepha  Hale,  editor  of  Godey’s  Lady's  Book.  Her  efforts 
in  1863  to  nationalize  the  day  are  well  known  but  her 
perseverance  which  prompted  her  to  follow  through  on 
the  project  in  1864  is  not  so  familiar.  The  Lincoln  Papers 
in  the  Library  of  Congress  make  possible  an  approach  to 
the  story  of  her  part  in  making  Thanksgiving  Day  an 
annual  as  well  as  a national  holiday. 

The  proclamation  of  1863  was  issued  on  Oct.  3,  but 
as  late  as  Oct.  9 the  following  year  no  evidence  was 
available  that  the  President  was  to  again  set  apart  a day 
of  Thanksgiving.  President  Washington  and  President 
Madison  had  each  issued  but  one  proclamation  for  the 
fall  festival  and  apparently  Lincoln  was  about  to  follow 
the  precedent  set  by  them.  In  fact,  the  year  1864  had 
brought  him  little  to  be  thankful  for  in  the  political  or 
military  fields,  preliminary  to  the  fall  months.  Possibly 
he  had  not  counted  on  Mrs.  Hale  following  up  with  such 
persistence  the  initiative  she  had  taken  the  year  before, 
or  perhaps  he  had  underestimated  the  power  of  a woman. 
On  the  above  mentioned  date,  Oct.  9,  which  apparently 
Mrs.  Hale  had  set  for  a “dead  line,”  she  wrote  to  Secre- 
tary Seward  a letter  which  contained  an  enclosure  she 
had  prepared  for  her  magazine  on  the  subject  of  Thanks- 
giving. This  letter  is  of  such  importance  that  it  is  copied 
verbatim. 

“Philadelphia  Oct.  9,  1864 
“Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secy,  of  State 

“Enclosed  is  an  article  (or  proof)  on  the  national 
Thanksgiving.  As  you  were  last  year  kindly  interested 
in  this  subject  I ventured  to  request  your  good  office 
again. 

“My  article  will  appear  in  the  November  issue  of  the 
‘Lady’s  Book’  but  before  its  publication  I trust  that 
President  Lincoln  will  have  issued  his  proclamation  ap- 
pointing the  last  Thursday  in  "November  as  the  Day. 
I send  a copy  of  the  proof  for  the  President.  You  will 
greatly  oblige  me  by  handing  this  to  him  and  acquainting 
him  with  the  contents  of  the  letter.  I do  not  like  to 
trouble  him  with  a note.  Should  the  President  see  fit  to 
issue  his  proclamation  at  once  the  important  paper  would 
have  time  to  reach  the  knowledge  of  American  citizens 
in  Europe  and  Asia  as  well  as  throughout  our  wide 
land.  If  the  President  should  recommend  that  all  Ameri- 
can ministers  and  consuls  etc.  should  observe  the  day 
in  their  respective  offices  in  foreign  countries,  would  it 
not  have  a good  effect  on  our  citizens  abroad,  and  if  on 


land  and  seas  wherever  the  American  flag  wafts  over 
an  American  citizen  all  should  be  invited  and  unite  in 
this  national  Thanksgiving  would  it  not  be  a glorious 
festival. 

“Hastily  but  truly  yours, 

“Sarah  Josepha  Hale.” 

Mrs.  Hale  had  used  to  great  advantage  the  columns 
of  her  magazine  in  emphasizing  the  Thanksgiving  fes- 
tival in  1863  and  so  in  1864  she  began  to  publicize  the 
festivities.  She  took  particular  pains  to  urge  that  the 
Thanksgiving  Day  in  1864  as  in  1863  should  fall  on  “this 
fixed  date,  the  last  Thursday  in  November.”  She  further 
commented,  “It  is  the  peculiar  happiness  of  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  that  nothing  political  mingles  in  its  observance.” 

Mr.  Seward  evidently  carried  out  his  part  in  the  as- 
signment suggested  by  Mrs.  Hale  in  her  letter  and  by 
the  time  Lincoln  was  ready  to  issue  the  proclamation  on 
October  20  both  the  political  and  military  fortunes  of  the 
Union  had  taken  on  a more  optimistic  appearance.  Two 
proclamations  in  consecutive  years  coming  from  the 
President  seemed  a good  omen  that  an  annual  Thanks- 
giving Day  was  now  established  as  well  as  a national 
observance  of  the  occasion.  Both  proclamations  set  apart 
the  “last  Thursday  in  November”  as  the  day  on  which 
the  festivities  were  to  be  held. 

Two  seasons  of  equal  religious  significance  find  their 
place  in  the  church  calendar;  Lent,  preceding  Easter 
and  Advent,  preceding  Christmas,  both  periods  empha- 
sizing fasting  and  prayer.  As  early  as  the  sixth  century 
the  first  Sunday  in  Advent  was  established  by  its  desig- 
nation as  the  first  Sunday  following  the  “last  Thursday 
in  November.”  Inasmuch  as  the  Friday  and  Saturday 
preceding  this  Sunday  become  days  of  fast  and  penance, 
the  preceding  Thursday  was  the  last  day  available  for 
feasting.  Hence  the  feasting  idea  which  was  associated 
with  the  last  Thursday  in  November.  For  three  quarters 
of  a century  this  sacred  day  was  set  apart  in  the  United 
States  as  an  occasion  for  Thanksgiving  and  the  time  of 
its  observance  seemed  as  secure  as  the  closing  day  of  the 
Advent  season,  Christmas. 

While  Mrs.  Hale  had  commented  on  “a  fixed  date” 
and  rejoiced  that  nothing  “political  mingled  in  its  ob- 
servance” she  would  have  been  shocked  indeed  if  she 
could  have  known  that  in  1939  Thanksgiving  Day  was 
to  be  lifted  from  its  historic  and  religious  setting  and 
moved  to  the  third  Thursday  in  November  which  has  no 
traditional  religious  significance.  In  1941  the  House 
passed  a resolution  which  would  “restore  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  November  as  the  annual  Thanksgiving  Day.”  The 
Senate,  however,  amended  the  bill  striking  out  the  word 
“last”  and  changing  it  to  “fourth”  and  the  President 
signed  the  bill.  This  date  likewise  had  no  religious  sig- 
nificance except  when  the  fourth  Thursday  also  became 
the  last  Thursday. 

The  fact  that  there  are  five  Thursdays  in  the  month 
of  November  this  year  has  invited  these  comments  and 
we  find  ourselves  in  the  same  position  as  we  occupied, 
when  observing  the  third  Thursday  in  1939,  celebrating 
Thanksgiving  prematurely.  The  actual  Thanksgiving 
Day  determined  by  the  religious  tradition  of  many  cen- 
turies actually  falls  in  the  year  1951,  on  Thursday, 
November  29. 


Parade 

November  23,  1958 


owe  her  thanks  for  Thanksgiving 


WHO  IS  SHE? 


The  woman  pictured  above  deserves  a special  mention  in 
your  Thanksgiving  dinner  prayer^.  She  w a|  i^eU^own 
and  influential  in  her  day,  and  she is  p^castc^iallylfemem- 
bered  for  her  writings.  But  historians  have’  aYmosi,  com- 
pletely ignored  her  most  .lasting  contph^ion^gk^lfarican 
life.  Sadder  still,  credit  for  this  comribirfwjpjlK^one  to 
a pioneer  group  that  lived  nearly  170  years  before  her 
birth.  See  if  you  can  identify  her  from  the  does  betyw. 

1 A crusader  for  many  causes,  she  founded  the  Sea- 
man’s Aid  Society  and  Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of 
Philadelphia. 

2 She  once  paid  Edgar  Allan  Poe  50  cents  a page  to 
publish  one  of  his  poems. 

3 She  is  the  author  of  Mary's  Lamb,  known  to  chil- 
dren everywhere  as  Mary  Had  a Little  Lamb. 

4 Born  in  1788,  the  year  Washington  was  elected 
President,  she  spent  many  years  of  her  life  trying  to 
restore  an  observance  he  had  begun. 

5 Her  books  include  Northwood:  A Tale  of  New  Eng- 
land and  Poems  for  Our  Children. 

6 Unable  to  attend  college  herself,  she  had  her  older 
brother  Horatio,  a Dartmouth  student,  tutor  her.  She 
later  put  this  education  to  in  teaching. 

7 She  was  known  as  “Th^|Lady  Editor.”  The  title 
arose  from  her  40  years  auditor  of  Godey’s  Lady's 
Book,  one  of  the  most  popilter  magazines  of  the  19th 
century. 

8 The  mother  of  five,  she  probably  never  would  have 
begun  writing,  but  for$ie)r  husband’s  death. 

9 One  of  her  most  inspired-iefforts  was  a fund  she  led ' 
to  complete  the  Bunker  fjjll  Memorial.  To  collect 
needed  money,  she  organized  a great  American  fair  to 
sell  the  handiwork  of  her  readers.  Held  in  Boston  in 

1 840,  the  fair  sold  quilts,  crocheted  spreads,  pickles 
and  preserves  for  the  $30,000  needed. 

10  Nearest  her  heart,  however,  was  a crusade  she 
carried  on  for  1 7 years.  Through  editorials  and  per- 
sonal letters  to  presidents,  governors  and  lesser  offi- 
cials, this  deeply  religious  woman  pleaded  for  declara- 
tion of  a “national  day  of  thanks.”  When  in  1863,  at 
her  urging,  President  Lincoln  restored  the  national 
obser^awse  of  the  last  Thursday  in  November,  her 
most  jmportant  crusade  ended  successfully. 

* - * ' 

Who  was  this  rem^kable^woptan  ? Why,  Sarah 
Josepha  Hale-f^fpother  of  ou^piodern  Thanksgivings 


.. i • ... 
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Fort  Wayne  News-Sentinel 
November  25,  1958 


Quest  Club  Tribute  To  Dedicated  W oman 


“ Who  was  Sarah  Hale?  What  note- 
worthy imprint  did  she  leave  upon  our 
Ainerican  history?  When  did  she  leave 
it?” 

We  tried  these  out  on  a half  dozen 
persons  of  at  least  average  intelligence 
and  formal  education,  and  not  a one  of 
them  could  answer  either  of  them. 

This,  understandably,  caused  us  to 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  Fort 
Wajme  Quest  Club  and  its  most  recent  , 
speaker,  Henry  F.  Rood,  Vice-president 
and  Actuary  of  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Insurance  Company,  rendered  a 
distinct  contribution  to  the  knowledge  : 
by  our  people  of  a dramatic  and  far- 
reaching  episode  in  our  comparatively 
recent  American  history,  when  he  re- 
lated the  dramatic  story  of  who  Sarah 
Hale  was,  and  what  she  did,  before  the 
members  of  the  Quest  Club. 

The  portrayal  of  the  fascinating  story 
Is  particularly  timely  because  it  occurs 
just  before  Thanksgiving  Day  — and 
more  particularly  because  if  the  real  life 
story  had  not  happened  as  Mr.  Rood 
related  it.  did,  there  probably  would  not 
be  a Thanksgiving  Day  as  we  know  it 
today. 

Not  that  we  had  not  previously 
paused  at.  various  times  in  our  history 
to  set  aside  a certain  day  as  a day  of 
“ Thanksgiving ”,  but  it  was  not  until 
Sarah  Hale  waged  her  spirited  battle  for 
it  that  we  obtained  a “Thanksgiving 
Day”  at  the  time  and  with  the  connota- 
tions that  W£  have  it  today. 

True,  George  Washington  in  1795 
proclaimed  a “Thanksgiving  Day”  to  be 
observed  on  February  19,  to  give  thanks 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Whiskey  Re- 


bellion; and  James  Madison  set  aside 
another  “Thanksgiving  Day”  on  April 
3,  1815,  as  a day  to  give  thanks  to  God 
for  restoring  peace.  But  until  Sarah 
Hale  came  upon  the  American  scene 
there  were  no  Thanksgiving  proclama- 
tions until  after  the  Civil  War,  as  Mr. 
Rood  told  the  Qucstors  when  he  cited 
that; 

“Jt  icas  Sarah  Hale,  poetess  and 
editor  of  America’s  first  two  worsen’ s 
magazines,  ‘The  Ladies  Magazine ’ and 
‘ Godey’s  Book?  who  persuaded  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  to  issue  his  famous  pro- 
clamation.” 

The  speaker  graphically  d9scribed  the 
untiring  campaign  which  Mrs.  Hale 
waged  for  nearly  thirty  years  in  her 
magazine  for  nationalizing  “Thanks- 
giving Day.”  “She  wrote  thousands  of 
letters”,  he  said,  “to  state  governors,  to 
influential  citizens,  and  to  Presidents 
Taylor,  Pierce,  Buchanan  and  Lincoln. 
And  although  Sarah  Hale  didn’t  obtain 
her  national  Thanksgiving  Day  until 
after  the  Civil  War  was  half  over,  she 
was  successful  in  getting  most  of  the 
governors  to  proclaim  Thanksgiving  in 
their  respective  states.  In  fact  by  1852, 
she  had  all  the  states  lined  up  except 
Virginia.” 

We  reiterate  that  Mr.  Rood  and  the 
Quest  Club  are  to  be  commended  for  as- 
suredly enlightening  many  more  people 
who  did  not  know,  as  to  who  Sarah  Hale 
was,  and  what  she  so  memorably  did. 

. That  patently  should  impart  added 
significance  to  the  occasion  as  they 
pause  to  feast  and  give  thanks  to  Al- 
mighty God  on  this  Thanksgiving  Day 
1958  on  Thursday. 
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“.  . . . THE  LAST  THURSDAY  OF  NOVEMBER” 


Abraham  Lincoln,  president  of  the  United  States  and 
Sarah  Josepha  Hale,  editor  of  Godey’s  Lady's  Book  are 
generally  recognized  as  the  moving  force  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  annual  fixed  date  for  the  celebration  of 
a national  Thanksgiving  Day.  Lin- 
coln as  the  chief  executive  issued 
the  Thanksgiving  proclamation  and 
Mrs.  Hale  through  the  editorial 
page  of  her  magazine  carried  on 
a campaign  for  many  years  to  es- 
tablish the  last  Thursday  in 
November  as  the  proper  date  to 
celebrate  the  American  holiday. 

It  was  in  1863  that  Mrs.  Hale 
was  able  to  get  national  recogni- 
tion of  a fixed  date  for  Thanks- 
giving Day.  She  wrote  President 
Lincoln  on  September  28,  1863  re- 
questing that  he  establish  by  pro- 
clamation “a  national  and  fixed 
Union  Festival.”  Lincoln  complied 
five  days  later  on  October  3,  1863 
with  a Proclamation  For  Thanks- 
giving setting  apart  “the  last 
Thursday  of  November  next  as  a 
day  of  Thanksgiving.  . . .” 

Mrs.  Hale  later  commented  in 
the  pages  of  her  Lady’s  Book  that 
the  day  “was  joyfully  observed  in 
our  own  land,  wherever  the  Amer- 
ican flag  held  sway,  and  in  the  Old 
World  wherever  the  knowledge  of 
this  fixed  day,  the  last  Thursday 
in  November  was  known  to  Amer- 
ican residents  as  the  American 
Festival.” 

The  celebration  of  the  annual 
holiday,  with  a fixed  date,  was  off 
to  a good  start  in  1863  but  a year 
later  there  was  no  indication  that 
the  president  would  set  apart  by 
proclamation  the  last  Thursday  in 
November  in  1864  as  a day  for 
Thanksgiving.  The  year  1864,  in 
fact,  had  provided  little  in  a mili- 
tary or  political  way  for  Lincoln  to 
be  thankful  for. 

Mrs.  Hale,  however,  was  watch- 
ing events  closely.  She  apparently 
waited  until  after  the  October  date 
Lincoln  issued  the  1863  proclama- 
tion to  give  him  the  opportunity 
of  independent  action  in  1864.  How- 
ever, no  Thanksgiving  Proclama- 
tion was  forthcoming.  Meanwhile, 

Mrs.  Hale  prepared  her  editorial 
page  of  the  Lady's  Book.  Her 
theme  was  “Our  National  Thanks- 
giving— A Domestic  Festival.” 

Having  to  meet  a dead-line,  and 
realizing  that  her  editorial  would 
have  little  significance  if  Lincoln 
did  not  issue  a Thanksgiving  pro- 
clamation, she  wrote  William 


H.  Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State.  Her  letter  indicated 
some  apprehension  over  Lincoln’s  failure  to  proclaim 
Thanksgiving  by  proclamation. 

In  her  letter,  written  from  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
and  dated  October  9,  1864  she  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  Secretary 
Seward  would  bring  the  matter  to 
the  attention  of  the  president : 
“Enclosed  is  an  article  (or 
proof)  on  the  National  Thanks- 
giving. As  you  were,  last  year 
kindly  interested  in  this  subject. 
I venture  to  request  your  good, 
offiices  again — 

“My  article  will  appear  in  the 
November  number  of  the  ‘Lady’s 
Book;’  but  before  its  publication  I 
trust  that  President  Lincoln  will 
have  issued  his  Proclamation  ap- 
j pointing  the  last  Thursday  in 
November  as  the  Day. 

“I  send  a copy  of  the  proof  for 
the  President.  You  will  greatly 
oblige  me  by  handing  this  to  him 
and  acquainting  him  with  the  con- 
tents of  this  letter.  I do  not  like  to 
trouble  him  with  a note.  Should 
the  president  see  fit  to  issue  his 
Proclamation  at  once  the  impor- 
tant paper  would  have  time  to 
reach  the  knowledge  of  American 
citizens  in  Europe  and  Asia,  as 
well  as  throughout  our  wide  land. 
If  the  President  should  recommend 
that  all  American  ministers  and 
consuls  etc.  should  observe  the  Day 
in  their  respective  offices  in  For- 
eign countries  would  it  not  have 
a good  affect  on  our  citizens  abroad 
and  if  on  land  and  sea,  wherever 
the  American  Flag  floats  over  our 
American  citizen  all  should  be  in- 
vited and  united  in  this  National 
Thanksgiving  would  it  not  be  a 
glorious  Festival?” 

The  editorial  entitled,  “Editors’ 
Table”  and  with  a subtitle  “Our 
National  Thanksgiving— A Domes- 
tic Festival  (Held  Yearly  On  The 
Last  Thursday  In  November)” 
follows : 

‘‘On  the  twenty-fourth  of  this  month 
recurs  the  Day — ‘the  last  Thursday  in 
November’ — which  has  now  become  firmly 
established  as  one  of  three  National  Fes- 
tivals of  America. 

“ The  Birth  of  Washin.erton.’  which  brings 
before  all  minds  the  example  of  the  patriot 
hero  and  the  Christian  man  ; Indepen- 
dence Day.’  which  reminds  us  of  the  free 
principles  on  which  our  Government  was 
founded  ; and  ‘Thanksgiving  Day.’  which 
lifts  our  hearts  to  Heaven  in  grateful  de- 
votion, and  knits  them  together  in  bonds 
of  social  affection  are  three  anniversaries 
such  as  no  other  People  have  the  good  for- 
tune to  enjoy.  We  fervently  trust  that,  so 
long  as  the  nation  endures,  these  three 


FROM  WASHING-TON 

Proclamation  by  President 
Lincoln. 

A Day  of  Thanksgiving  Appointed  for 
the  Last  Thursday  in  November. 

Wauhingtob,  October  11. 

The  following  proclamation  was  promulgated  this  af- 
ternoon : — 

% the  PmideeU  of  the.  United  State. t of  A merica 
A PROCLAMATION. 

It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  prolong  our  national 
life  another  year,  defending  u»  with  His  guardian  care 
against  unfriendly  designs  from  abroad,  and  vouch- 
safing to  ns  in  His  mercy  many  and  signal  victories 
over  the  enemy  who  is  of  our  owu  household.  It  has 
also  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father  to  favor  as  well  our 
citizens  in  their  homes  as  our  roldlers  in  their  camps 
and  our  sailers  m the  rivers  and  seas  with  unusual 
hoalth.  He  has  largely  augmented  our  free  population 
by  emancipation  and  by  immigration,  while  He  has 
opened  to  us  new  sources  of  wealth,  and  has 
crowned  the  labor  of  our  working  men  in 
every  department  of  industry  with  abundant 
reward.  Moreover  he  has  been  pleased  to  animate  and 
inspire  our  minds  and  hearts  with  fortitude,  courage 
and  resolution  sufficient  for  the  great  trial  of  civil  war, 
into  which  wo  have  been  brought  by  our  adherence,  os 
a nation,  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity,  and  to 
afford  to  us  rc«s<  nable  hopes  of  an  ultimate  and  happy 
deliverance  from  all  our  dangers  aud  afflictions. 

Now.  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  IYesident  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  appoint  and  s<  t apart  the  last 
Thursday  in  November  next  us  a day  which  I desire  to 
to  be  observed  by  all  my  fellow  citizens  where- 
ver they  may  then  l>e,  as  a day  of  thank-giving 
and  pra- er  to  Almighty  God.  the  beneficent  Cre- 
ator and  Ruler  of  the  universe,  and  1 do  further 
recommend  to  my  fellow-citizens  aforesaid,  that  on  that 
occasion  they  do  reverently  humhle  themselves  in  the 
dust,  and  from  thence  offer  up  penitent  and  fervent 
prayers  and  supplications  to  the  Great  Disposer  of 
events  for  a return  of  the  inestimable  blessings  o! 
peace,  union,  aud  harmony  throughout  the  land  which 
it  has  pleased  Him  to  assign  as  a dwelling-^lace 
for  ourselves  and  our  posterity  throughout  all  genera- 
tions. 

In  testimony  whereof  1 have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  earned  the  seal  of  the  Unit,  d S:ates  lo  be  affixed. 
Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this  20th  day  of  Oc- 
tots-r,  iu  the*  rear  of  Our  Lord  186-1.  aud  of  the  inde 
pendenoe  of  the  United  States  tbs  eLhtv  ninth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

By  the  TVceident, 

Wm.  H.  Saw  aiu),  Secretary  of  State. 
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From  the  Lincoln  Memorial  University  collection 

Sarah  Josepha  Hale 
Editor,  Godey’s  LADY  BOOK 


Festivals  will  continue  to  be  observed  with  an  ever  deepening  sense 
of  their  beauty  and  value. 

“In  our  endeavors,  which  have  been  continued  for  many  years,  to 
secure  the  recognition  of  one  day  throughout  the  land  as  the  Day  of 
public  Thanksgiving,  we  are  conscious  of  not  having  in  any  manner 
gone  beyond  the  proper  limits  of  the  sphere  which  we  have  prescribed 
for  the  Lady’s  Book.  It  is  the  peculiar  happiness  of  Thanksgiving 
Day  that  nothing  political  mingles  in  its  observance.  It  is  in  its  very 
nature  a religious  and  domestic  holiday.  It  belongs  to  the  altar  and 
the  hearth,  at  which  women  should  ever  be  present ; and  the  women 
of  our  country  should  take  this  day  under  their  peculiar  charge,  and 
sanctify  it  to  acts  of  piety,  charity,  and  domestic  love. 

“There  is  one  duty  connected  with  the  day  which  on  the  present 
occasion  should  be  especially  called  to  mind.  In  the  divine  order 
which  was  given  to  the  Israelites  for  the  celebration  of  their  great 
National  Festival,  the  ‘Feast  of  Weeks,’  they  were  bidden  to  ‘eat 
the  fat,  and  drink  the  sweet,  and  send  portions  unto  them  for  whom 
nothing  is  prepared Although  Providence  has  blessed  our  land  with 
an  abounding  harvest,  we  must  remember  that  there  are  among  us 
many  who  will  have  but  a scanty  and  insufficient  share  in  this  abun- 
dance. The  civil  war  has  given  to  our  care  many  maimed  and  helpless 
men,  many  widows  and  orphans,  many  destitute  refugees.  Notwith- 
standing all  the  provision  made  by  Government,  there  will  be  ample 
room  for  all  that  private  benevolence  can  bestow.  Let  us  each  see  to 
it  that  on  this  one  day  there  shall  be  no  family  or  individual,  within 
the  compass  of  our  means  to  help,  who  shall  not  have  some  portion 
prepared,  and  some  reason  to  join  in  the  general  Thanksgiving. 

“Who  can  estimate  the  benefits  and  blessings  which  may  flow  from 
the  faithful  observance  of  this  happy  Festival?  For  one  day  the 
strife  of  parties  will  be  hushed,  the  cares  of  business  will  be  put 
aside,  and  all  hearts  will  join  in  common  emotions  of  gratitude  and 
good-will.  We  may  even  hope  that  for  one  day  war  itself  will  cease 
by  common  consent,  as  was  the  custom  in  the  Middle  Ages  during 
the  solemn  church  Festival  known  as  the  ‘Truce  of  God:’  and  it  is  not 
impossible  that  sentiments  may  then  be  awakened  which  will  aid  in 
bringing  on  that  return  of  true  union  and  peace  which  is  so  earnestly 
desired. 

“At  all  events,  we  may  be  sure  that,  wherever  it  is  possible,  among 
our  war-worn  soldiers  in  every  camp  and  hospital,  among  our  gallant 
sailors  on  every  sea,  among  our  devoted  missionaries,  laboring 
throughout  all  heathendom  among  patriotic  Americans  in  every 
foreign  country,  as  well  as  among  millions  of  homes  in  our  own 
wide  land,  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  this  great  Na- 
tional and  Domestic  Festival  will  be  celebrated  with  happy  recollec- 
tions and  cheerful  hopes,  and  with  grateful  and  softened  hearts. 

“Let  us  all,  with  devout  thankfulness  to  the  beneficent  Giver  of 
all  good  gifts,  do  our  best  to  make  this  coming  Thanksgiving  Day  a 
foretaste  of  that  happy  period  of  ‘peace  on  earth  and  good-will  among 
men,’  in  which  all  wrongs  and  sufferings  from  evil  are  to  dissolve 


like  shadows  before  the  noonday  sun,  in  the  righteousness  and  good- 
ness which  will  crown  the  glorious  reign  of  Christ  on  earth.” 


Seward  evidently  brought  to  Lincoln’s  attention  the 
letter  and  editorial  which  Mrs.  Hale  had  sent  to  him. 
However,  Lincoln  waited  until  October  20,  1864,  when 
the  political  and  military  fortunes  of  the  nation  had 
taken  on  a more  optimistic  aspect,  to  issue  his  second 
annual  Thanksgiving  Day  proclamation.  The  1864  proc- 
lamation, like  that  of  1863,  set  apart  the  “last  Thursday 
in  November”  as  the  day  on  which  the  celebration  was 
to  be  held. 


The  real  significance  of  Lincoln’s  1864  proclamation, 
although  later  presidents  broke  precedent  by  using  other 
dates,  was  that  Thanksgiving  Day,  to  be  celebrated  on 
“the  last  Thursday  in  November,”  was  now  an  estab- 
lished and  fixed  date. 


In  addition  to  the  day’s  national  appeal  it  also  had  a 
real  religious  significance.  The  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore, 
No.  1180,  November  19,  1951  made  the  following  com- 
ment: “Two  seasons  of  equal  religious  significance  find 
their  place  in  the  Church  Calendar,  Lent  preceding  Eas- 
ter and  Advent,  preceding  Christmas,  both  periods  em- 
phasing  fasting  and  prayer.  As  early  as  the  Sixth  Cen- 
tury the  first  Sunday  in  Advent  was  established  by  its 
designation  as  the  first  Sunday  following  the  ‘last  Thurs- 
day in  November.’  Inasmuch  as  the  Friday  and  Saturday 
preceding  this  Sunday  become  days  of  fast  and  penance, 
the  preceding  Thursday  was  the  last  day  available  for 
feasting.  Hence  the  feasting  idea  was  associated  with 
the  last  Thursday  in  November.” 

From  1863  to  1939  the  fixed  date,  with  minor  excep- 
tions, prevailed  for  the  national  festival.  In  1939  Thanks- 
giving Day  was  moved  to  the  third  Thursday  in  Novem- 
ber which  has  no  national  or  religious  significance.  This 
changing  of  the  fixed  date  led  to  a great  deal  of  confu- 
sion with  some  states  adhering  to  the  traditional  date. 


In  1941  Congressman  Michener  of  Michigan  introduced 
a joint-resolution  to  restore  “the  last  Thursday  in  No- 
vember as  the  annual  Thanksgiving  Day.”  The  resolution 
passed  the  House.  The  Senate  then  amended  the  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  the  word  “last”  and  substituting  the 
word  “fourth.” 


Fortunately  for  those  who  cherish  tradition,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  “Fourth  Thursdays”  are  the  “last  Thurs- 
days” of  November.  The  1959  calendar  indicates  that 
Thanksgiving  this  year  will  be  celebrated  on  November 
26,  the  last  Thursday  of  the  month. 

See  Lincoln  Lores  Nos.  33,  294,  972,  1024,  1180 
and  1233. 


McMURTRY  VISITS 
SOUTHEASTERN  ASIA 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  the  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore 
and  the  Director  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
left  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  on  September  11,  1959  for  a 
three  months  tour  of  Southeastern  Asia.  Dr.  McMurtry 
was  awarded  a grant  to  visit  the  Far  East  under  the 
Department  of  State’s  International  Exchange  Service. 
As  an  American  Specialist  he  is  giving  a series  of 
lectures  on  Abraham  Lincoln  and  is  discussing  informally 
with  the  members  of  various  clubs  and  cultural  groups 
the  democratic  aspects  of  Lincoln’s  political  philosophy. 
Upon  being  notified  of  the  availability  of  Dr.  McMurtry 
as  an  authority  and  lecturer  on  the  Sixteenth  President 
the  following  countries  requested  his  services: 


Korea  Sept.  14-26  Indonesia  Oct.  13-24 

Taiwan  Sept.  26-Oct.  4 Singapore  Oct.  24-31 
Hong  Kong  Oct.  5-12  Malaya  Oct.  31-Nov.  7 


Thailand  Nov.  7-21 

Enroute  home  Dr.  McMurtry  will  spend  several  days 
in  Manila,  P.I.  and  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  lecturing  on  Lin- 
coln. In  both  of  these  cities  he  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
Theo.  H.  Davies  & Co.,  Ltd.,  agency  representatives  of 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company. 
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From  the  Meserve  Collection 


Detail  of  a greatly  enlarged  photograph  of  president 
Lincoln  (hatless)  seated  in  the  center  of  the  crowd  on 
the  platform  at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  on  November 
19,  1863.  The  Photograph  was  taken  by  Mathew  B. 
Brady.  The  negative  was  discovered  by  Miss  Josephine 
Cobb  in  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  D.C. 


THE  DEDICATION  OF 
THE  GETTYSBURG  CEMETERY 

November  19,  1863 

“ — it  is  worth  while  to  look  at  the  ensemble.  Perhaps 
upon  no  other  American  stage  has  there  been  such  a con- 
junction of  all  that  is  distinguished  by  official  position, 
statesmanship,  learning  and  eloquence. 

“The  central  figure  is,  of  course,  that  of  the  orator, 
his  head  white  with  the  snows  of  seventy  winters,  but 
his  form  as  erect,  his  eye  as  bright,  his  complexion  as 
clear,  his  voice  as  full  and  sweet,  his  gesture  as  graceful, 
and  the  expression  of  his  face  as  genial  as  in  his  man- 
hood’s prime.  It  was  evident  that  he  labored  under  no 
ordinary  emotions.  Before  him  and  in  the  distance  were 
the  ranges  of  hills  where,  less  than  five  months  ago, 
stood  the  invading  foe;  on  either  side  were  the  fresh 
graves  of  the  heroes  who  had  fallen,  and  in  his  im- 
mediate presence  the  illustrious  living,  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  every  free  State  of  the  Union.  It  was  a 
scene  to  inspire  lips  less  eloquent  than  his.  Mr.  Everett 
shows  no  signs  of  decay  other  than  his  whitening  hairs 
and  the  deepening  lines  of  his  face.  This  oration,  which 
he  is  now  pronouncing,  we  know,  is  already  in  type; 
every  word  is  faithfully  memorized;  there  is  no  hesita- 
tion; the  stream  of  eloquence  flows  steadly  on;  and  there 
is  the  gesture,  once  observed,  never  to  be  forgotten,  when 
the  orator  rises  to  some  climax,  and  the  arms  outspread, 
and  the  fingers,  quivering  and  fluttering,  as  once  said, 
like  the  pinions  of  an  eagle,  seem  to  rain  down  upon  the 
audience  the  emotions  with  which  they  vibrate;  there  is 
the  stately  pose  of  the  well  formed  figure,  gracefully 
displayed  in  the  tightly  buttoned  and  close  fitting  frock 
coat;  and  you  can  not  help  thinking  all  the  while  that  to 
his  many  rich  mental  endowments,  Mr.  Everett  adds  the 


immense  advantage  of  a perfect  form  and  a face  ab- 
solutely handsome. 

“In  strange  contrast,  is  the  figure  seated  immediately 
behind  him.  A Scotch  type  of  countenance,  you  say,  with 
the  disadvantage  of  emaciation  by  a siege  of  Western 
auge.  It  is  a thoughtful,  kindly,  care-worn  face,  im- 
passive in  repose,  the  eyes  cast  down,  the  lids  thin  and 
firmly  set,  the  cheeks  sunken,  and  the  whole  indicating 
weariness,  and  anything  but  good  health.  This  is  the 
President.  Occasionally  a smile  passes  over  his  face, 
as  some  forcible  remark  of  the  orator  arouses  him,  and 
once  he  placed  his  hand  quickly  on  the  shoulder  of  the 
gentlemen  at  his  left,  and  spoke  an  approving  word. 
The  person  addressed  has  sat  so  far  with  his  arms 
tightly  folded,  and  his  hat  drawn  down  over  his  eyes, 
which  seem  to  see  nothing  of  all  that  is  passing  before 
him.  This  is  Mr.  Seward,  as  you  know  by  the  bushy, 
beetling  eyebrow,  the  wiry  face — now  more  wiry  than 
ever.  He  has  grown  old  fast.  The  hair  and  whiskers  are 
almost  white,  and  the  face  sharper  and  more  American- 
ized than  we  have  ever  seen  it. 

“On  the  right  of  the  President  sits  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Baugher,  of  the  Gettysburg  College,  who  is  to  pronounce 
the  benediction — a semi-bald  head,  a hooked  Roman  nose, 
clear  blue  eye,  and  a decidedly  clerical  face.  He  would 
pass  any  where  for  a theological  professor,  a man  of 
firm  will,  but  kindly  and  affiable  withal.  Still  to  the  right 
is  the  most  unearthly  face  out  of  the  grave;  absolutely 
colorless;  the  lips  as  white  as  the  wasted  cheek,  and 
the  flowing  hair,  and  tuft  of  whiskers  under  the  chin, 
as  snowy  white  as  wool.  This  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stockton, 
whose  eloquent  and  impressive  prayer  brought  tears  to 
the  eyes  of  thousands  but  a moment  ago.  Further  to 
the  left  of  the  President  sits  Governor  Curtin — a princely 
figure  with  a manly  face;  next  to  him  Governor  Seymour 
of  New  York — a stout,  hearty,  well-to-do  man — and  next 
to  him  the  good-humored,  florid  and  plump  Governor 
Tod,  of  Ohio.  In  their  rear  is  the  dark,  brigandish  un- 
mistakable figure  of  Forney.  There  is  another  group  in 
the  rear  of  the  President  worth  looking  at.  It  comprises 
Vice  President  Hamlin;  the  Aldermanic  Governor-elect 
of  Ohio,  Montgomery  Blair,  Lieutenant  Governor  Ander- 
son, and  standing  near  them,  the  most  executive  of 
Governors,  Morton  of  Indiana.  Interspersed  with  these 
are  Governors  of  other  States,  members  of  Congress, 
iron-grey  Simon  Cameron,  the  brilliant  dresses  of  officers 
of  the  army,  of  the  navy,  etc.,  the  whole  making  up  a 
singular  and  remarkable  group  of  men,  whose  names  are 
imperishably  connected  with  the  momentous  events  of 
the  last  three  years.” 

Cincinnati  Daily  Commercial, 

Monday,  November  23,  1863. 


ANALYSIS  OF  LINCOLN’S  CHARACTER 

“The  following  from  the  New  York  Times  is  appro- 
priate to  the  subject  on  which  it  treats  the  character 
of  Mr.  Lincoln: 

‘An  intense,  all  comprehensive  patriotism,  was  a 
constant  stimulus  of  all  his  public  exertions.  It  grew  into 
the  very  constitution  of  his  soul,  and  operated,  like  a 
natural  function,  continuously,  spontaneously  and  al- 
most as  it  were  unconsciously.  It  prevaded  and  unified 
all  that  he  did.  If  he  had  ambition,  it  was  to  serve  his 
country,  and  in  that  sphere  where  he  might  do  it  most 
effectually.  In  no  way  did  he  ever  fail  his  country  in  the 
time  of  need.  He  was  independent,  self  poised,  stead- 
fast. You  always  knew  where  to  find  him;  you  could  cal- 
culate him  like  a planet.  A public  trust  was  to  him  a 
sacred  thing.  Sublimer  moral  courage,  more  resolute 
devotion  to  duty,  cannot  be  found  in  the  history  of  a 
man  than  he  has  displayed  for  the  salvation  of  the 
American  Union.  It  was  the  sublime  performance  of 
sublime  duties  that  made  him  so  trusted,  and  which 
has  given  him  a fame  as  solid  as  justice,  and  as  genuine 
as  truth.’  ” 

Galena  Weekly  Gazette 
Galena,  Illinois, 

April  25,  1865 
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WINN,  RALPH  B.  1959-53 

A Concise/Lincoln  Dictionary/Thoughts  and  State- 
ments/Compiled and  Arranged/by/Ralph  B.  Winn/  (de- 
vice)/Philosophical  Library/New  York. 

Book,  cloth,  4 %"  x I1/*”,  152  pp.,  price  $3.75. 

BOY  SCOUTS  OF  AMERICA  1959-54 

The  Lincoln  Trail/Hike/.  . ./for  qualified  members/of 
the/Boy  Scouts  of  America/Sponsored  by/Abraham  Lin- 
coln Council/730  East  Vine  Street/ Springfield,  Illinois/ 
Phone  8-5693/ (Cover  title). 

Folder,  paper,  4"  x 9",  (6)  pp. 

BROADCAST  MUSIC,  INC.  1959-55 

The  Abraham  Lincoln  Story  1809-1959  is  the  current 
segment  of  the  prize-winning  radio  series  The  American 
Story,  which  is  distributed  as  a public  service  by  Broad- 
cast Music,  Inc.  (BMI)  to  radio  stations  and  to  local 
boards  of  education,  public  libraries  and  educational  in- 
stitutions to  be  used  in  connection  with  broadcasting. 
Folder,  paper,  8 1/£"  x 11".  Continuation  of  1959-26.  Scripts  No.  21 — 
40,  5 — 7 pages  each. 

COOPER  UNION  1959-56 

Commemorating/The  99th  anniversary  of  Abraham 
Lincoln’s  address/at  the  Cooper  Union/The  150th  anni- 
versary of  Lincoln’s  birth/Coinciding  with  the  issuance 
of  a 3 <t  Lincoln  stamp/The  founding  of  the  Cooper  Union 
in  1859/Lincoln  speaking  in  the  Great  Hall  of  The  Cooper 
Union  February  27,  1860/ (sketch  showing  Lincoln  ad- 
dressing audience) / (Cover  title). 

Folder,  paper,  6%"  x 9",  (4)  pp.,  illus. 

DOYLE,  BERNICE  McCLURE  1959-57 

Lincoln  Land  Times/Extra/Volume  One,  Number  1/ 
Springfield,  Illinois,  May  4,  1865/Bernice  McClure  Doyle, 
Editor/25  cents  per  copy/Lincoln  Comes  Home/ (Caption 
title). 

Folder,  paper,  12"  x 161/*",  4 pp.  Souvenir  in  newspaper  format  not 
intended  to  be  issued  regularly. 

FOX,  G.  GEORGE  1959-58 

Abraham  Lincoln’s/Religion/Source  of  the  Great 
Emancipator’s /Religious  Inspiration/by/Dr.  G.  George 
Fox/ (device) /An  Exposition-Banner  Book/Exposition 
Press  New  York. 

Book,  cloth,  5 %"  x 8J/4",  119  pp.,  price  $3.00. 

HARKNESS,  DAVID  JAMES  1959-59 

Abraham  Lincoln/and  Cumberland  Gap/David  James 
Harkness/The  University  of  Tennessee  News  Letter/Vol. 
XXXVIII  April  1959  No.  2. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards,  6"  x 9",  31  pp.,  price  $1.00. 

HARPER,  ROBERT  S.  1959-60 

1809-Abraham  Lincoln-1865/The  Critter  in  Marble/ 
(Photo  of  T.  D.  Jones,  sculptor) /A  Publication  of  the 
Ohio  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Committee/Ohio  State 
Museum — Columbus  10,  Ohio/Nineteen  Hundred  Fifty- 
Nine. 

Pamphlet,  paper,  5 x 8%",  (8)  pp. 

HARRISON  AND  SONS,  LIMITED  1959-61 

Ghana/ (Sketch  of  Lincoln) /Special  issue  of  Ghana 
Postage  Stamps  commemorating/the  150th  Birthday 


Anniversary /of  Abraham  Lincoln/Emission  speciale  de 
timbres-postes  de  Ghana  destinee  a honorer  le  150eme 
Annniversaire/de  la  naissance  d’Abraham  Lincoln/ (Cover 
title). 

Folder,  paper,  4"  x 8(4",  (6)  PP-  Illustrated  folder  of  Ghana  stamp 
in  English  and  French. 

HENRY  E.  HUNTINGTON  LIBRARY  & ART 
GALLERY  1959-62 

Henry  E.  Huntington  Library /and  Art  Gallery /An 
Exhibition/Commemorating/the  birth  of/Abraham  Lin- 
coln/February 12/1809/ (Lincoln  photo) /Abraham  Lin- 
coln/From the  photograph  by/Alexander  Hesler,  Sep- 
tember 30/1959/ (Cover  title). 

Folder,  paper,  4"  x 9",  (8)  pp.,  illus. 

LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  UNIVERSITY  1959-63 

Lincoln  Memorial  University  Press/ Spring  1959/ Vol. 
61,  No.  1 /Lincoln  Herald/ A Magazine  devoted  to  his- 
torical research  in  the  field  of  Lincolniana  and  the  Civil 
War,  and  to  the  promotion  of  Lincoln  Ideals  in  American 
Education. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards,  7%"  x 10^4",  40  pp.,  illus. 


McMURTRY,  R.  GERALD  1959-64 

The/Harlan-Lincoln  Tradition/at  Iowa  Wesleyan  Col- 
lege/by/Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry/Price  25  Cents/The 
Harlan-Lincoln  Restoration  Commission/ 1959. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards,  6%"  x 91/£,  20  pp.,  fr.,  illus.  Reprinted 
from  Lincoln  Herald,  Oct.  1946. 


OHIO  LINCOLN  SESQUICENTENNIAL 
COMMITTEE  1959-65 

1809-Abraham  Lincoln-1865/ A Lincoln  Reading  List/ 
(Photo  of  Lincoln  and  son  Tad) /A  Publication  of  the 
Ohio  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Committee/ Ohio  State 
Museum — Columbus  10,  Ohio/Nineteen  Hundred  Fifty- 
Nine/ (Cover  title). 

Pamphlet,  paper,  5%"  x 8%",  (12)  pp. 


RANDALL,  RUTH  PAINTER  1959-66 

I Mary/A  Biography/of  the  girl  who  married/Abra- 
ham  Lincoln/by/Ruth  Painter  Randall /Little,  Brown  & 
Company/Boston  Toronto. 

Book,  cloth,  5%"  x 8*4",  242  pp.,  fr.,  illus.,  price  $3.50. 


SEYLAR,  MARGARET  MELCHIOR  1959-67 

Mary/Elizabeth/and/Mr.  Lincoln/by  Margaret  Mel- 
chior Seylar/Interesting  Reading  Series/Morton  Botel/ 
Coordinating  Editor/Penns  Valley  Publishers,  Inc. 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards,  5%"  x 81/*;",  34  pp.,  illus.  Penns  Valley 
Publishers,  Inc.,  102  South  Allen  Street,  State  College,  Penn. 


UNITED  STATES  LINCOLN  SESQUICENTEN- 
NIAL COMMISSION  1959-68 

(Seal) /The  Lincoln  Sesquicentennial/Intelligencer/a 
newsletter  highlighting  events  in  the  observance/of  the 
150th  anniversary  of  Lincoln’s  birth/June,  1959/Wash- 
ington, D.  C./Vol.  1 — No.  3/ (Caption  title). 

Folder,  paper,  8%"  x 11",  (8)  pp. 


LINCOLN  NATIONAL  LIFE  FOUNDATION  1959-69 
Lincoln  Lore/Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation/Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Editor/Published 
each  month  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, Fort  Wayne/Indiana/Number  1452  February,  1959 
— Number  1460  October,  1959/ (Caption  title). 

Folder,  paper,  8 *4"  x 11",  4 pp.,  illus.  Number  1452,  Lincoln’s 
Second  Inaugural  Part  I The  Reception  . . . ; 1453,  Lincoln’s  Second 
Inaugural  Part  II  The  Inaugural  Ball  . . . ; 1454,  Lincoln  Lore  Word- 
age  Equal  to  Fifteen  Thick  Volumes  . . . ; 1455,  Abraham  Lincoln 
Manuscripts  in  the  Foundation  Collection  . . . ; 1456,  Most  Significant 
Lincoln  Cartoon — February  12,  1959  . . . ; 1457,  “A.  Lincoln  & Son” 
. . . ; 1458,  Most  Timely  Lincoln  Editorial — February  12,  1959  . . . ; 
1459,  “The  Only  Murderer,  Defended  by  Lincoln,  Who  Was  Hanged 
For  His  Crime”  . . . ; 1460,  Lincoln’s  Youth  . . . 


News -Dispatch 
Michigan  City,  Indiana 
November  22,  1961 


The  Thanksgiving 


PLYMOUTH'S  PILGRIMS  may 
have  originated  the  idea  of  a day 
of  thanksgiving— but  the  woman 
who  wrote  the  nursery  rhyme, 
‘•Mary  Had  a Little  Lamb,”  is 
credited  with  being  a major  fac- 
tor in  the  establishment  of  the  hol- 
iday as  we  know  it  today. 

For  years,  starting  in  1829,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Josepha  Buell  Hale  pressed 
both  presidents  and  New  England 
governors  alike  to  set  a fixed  dale 
for  the  day. 

THEN,  IN  1869 — after  having 
been  rebuffed  by  Presidents  Fill- 
more, Pierce  and  Buchanan— she 
wrote  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  Six 
days  after  the  receipt  of  her  sug- 


gestion that  the  last  Thursday  of 
November  be  designated  Thanks- 
giving Day,  President  Lincoln  pro- 
claimed  it  officially. 

This  action  served  as  a guide 
for  later  presidents  in  setting 
aside  the  fourth  Thursday  of  No- 
vember as  a special  day  on  which 
to  give  thanks  to  God  for  bles- 
sings received— as  the  pilgrims 
had  done. 

This  day  has  been  observed  uni- 
versally since,  except  for  the 
years  1939-41,  when  President 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  moved 
the  holiday  to  the  third  Thursday 
of  the  month.  Some  states  follow- 
ed his  proclamation  action,  some 
did  not,  and  after  three  years  of 


divided  observance,  P r e s i dept 
Roosevelt  announced  in  1941  that 
the  holiday  would  be  returned  to 
its  traditional  date  in  1942.  Also 
in  1941.  Congress  designated  the 
fourth  Thursday  in  November  as 
the  legal  date.  j. 

The  story  of  Mrs.  Hale’s  virtual-  ■ 
ly  one-person  crusade  for  a uni-  \ 
f ied  Thanksgiving  date  is  told  in  t 
papers  of  the  Civil  War  president 
given  to  the  Library  of  Congress  i 
by  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  the  Pres- 
ident’s son. 

UNTIL  MRS.  HALF  wrote  her 
influential  letter,  Thanksgiving 
was  observed  in  a haphazard 
manner.  Different  states  designat- 
ed different  dates— and  some  ig- 
nored the  day  altogether. 

Previous  to  Lincoln’s  action, 
George  Washington  had  proclaim- 
ed a Thanksgiving  Day  in  1789 
and  again  in  1795,  and  President 
Madison  had  designated  a day  for 
thanksgiving  at  the  end  of  the 
War  of  1812. 

“Permit  me  ...  to  request  a 
few  minutes  of  your  precious 
time”  Mrs.  Hale  wrote  to  Lin- 
coln on  Sept.  28,  1863,  “while  lay- 
ing before  you  a subject  of  deep 
interest  to  myself  and— as  I trust 
—even  to  the  President  of  the  re- 
public of  some  importance. 

“This  subject  is  to  have  the  day 
of  our  annual  Thanksgiving  made 
- and  fixed  union  festi- 


an  enclosed  C LI  p p ing 

from  a column  which  she  wrote 
in  the  magazine  she  edited,  “Go- 
dey’s  Lady’s  Book,"  explained 
why  she  suggested  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  November  (which,  in  most 
years,  is  the  fourth):. 

“The  last  Thursday  in  Novem- 
ber was  suggested  because  then 
the  agricultural  labors  of  the  year 
are  generally  completed;  the  elec- 
tions are  over,  those  autumnal  di- 
seases which  usually  prevail  more 
or  less  at  the  south  have  ceased,  \ 
and  the  summer  wanderers  are 
gathered  to  their  homes.  i 

Later,  during  President  Grant  s 
term,  she  also  explained  why  she 
had  selected  Thursday  over  other 
days  of  the  week.  She  said  it  is 
the  most  convenient  day  of  the 
week  for  a domestic  holiday,  an 
opinion  in  which  all  housewives 
will  certainly  unite." 


Sun -Tires 
Chicago 


An  account  of  how  the  lady  who  wrote*  Mary  Had 
A Little  Lamb”  and  who  set  the  styles  for  ladies’  garments 
decades  ago  prevailed  upon  President  Lincoln  to  make 
Thanksgiving  a national  holiday. 


When  the  frost  is  on  the  punkin’  and  a very 
special  fragrance,  of  nutmeg,  cinnamon  and  roast 
turkey  is  wafted  to  every  corner  of  the  house, 
we  recall  our  Pilgrim  Fathers  and  how  they  sur- 
vived tire  elements  and  the  Indians  and  set  aside 
one  day  in  the  autumn  of  1821  for  feasting  and 
thanksgiving. 

It  was  a special  day  in  the  history  of  America 
and  yet  there  were  times  when  Thanksgiving 
slipped  back  into  the  shadows  of  history. 


In  1789,  George  Wash  - 
ington proclaimed  the 
first  official  Thanksgiving 
Day.  The  day  of  the  proc- 
lamation a woman  named 
Sarah  Josepha  Hale 
(1788-1879)  was  one  year 
old.  Occasionally,  state 
governments  would  honor 
Thanksgiving  Day;  but  as 
a national  holiday,  it  dis- 
appeared until  President 
Lincoln,  in  the  midst  of 
the  Civil  War,  yielded  to 
pleas  from  the  same  Mrs. 
Hale  and  made  it  a na- 
tional holiday. 


I 


lhere  are  few  among  us  today  who  know 
much  about  this  unique  woman-Sarah  Josepha 
Hale.  She  was  a crusader  in  crinolines;  the  editor 
of  America’s  first  magazine  for  women— Godey  s 
Lady’s  Book.  She  guided  the  tastes  of  female 
America  in  almost  every  thing  for  more  than  half 

a century.  . , . 

She  wanted  women  to  dress  right;  think  right 
and  enjoy  equal  rights  with  men. 


She  told  women  what  to  read. 
“The  books  that  best  portray  the 
nature ...  of  pure  love,  and  show 
the  way  in  which  it  can  be  right- 
eously enjoyed  . . . these  are  the 
books  for  home  reading.” 


She  told  them  how  to  behave. 
“Cheerfulness  is  among  the  requi- 
sites for  good  housekeeping.  What 
matters  it  to  a brother  or  husband, 
if  the  house  be  ever  so  neat,  or  the 
meals  punctually  and  well  prepared, 
if  the  mistress  of  it  is  fretful  and 
fault-finding . . 


She  told  them  how  to  stay 
healthy.  “For  rheumatism,  lumbago 
or  strains,  half  an  ounce  of  strongest 
camphorated  spirit,  one  ounce 
spirits  of  turpentine,  one  raw  egg, 
half  pint  of  vinegar.  Well  mix  the 
whole,  and  keep  it  closely  corked. 
To  be  rubbed  in  three  or  four  times 
a day." 


In  all,  Mrs.  Hale  wrote  3G  books,  thousands  of 
poems,  articles  and  editorials.  But  the  most  en- 
during is  about  a certain  little  girl  and  her  pet: 


Miry  kid  • little  limb? 

Its  fleece  vis  white  is  snow: 
And  everywhere  that  Miry  went. 
The  limb  vis  sure  to  go. 


From  lamb  to  turkey  was  just  a short  step  foi 
the  energetic  Mrs.  Hale. 

As  a child  in  a New  Hampshire  village,  Sarah 
had  always  enjoyed  the  harvest  festival  of 
Thanksgiving.  Then,  family  and  friends  gathered 
to  give  thanks,  and  enjoy  autumn  delicacies: 
roast  turkey  with  steamed  chestnut  stuffing, 
cranberry  relish,  vegetables  from  nearby  fields. 
Now,  with  five  children  of  her  own,  she  wanted 
Thanksgiving  to  be  observed  not  only  in  her 
home  but  all  over  America. 

“Our  Thanksgiving  Day  . . . should  be  hal- 
lowed and  exalted,”  she  trumpeted  in  an  edi- 
torial, “and  made  the  day  of  generous  deeds  and 
innocent  enjoyments." 

She  did  more  than  suggest.  She  pressured. 
Each  autumn  (for  20  years),  when  the  leaves 
started  coloring,  and  pumpkins  yellowed  in  the 
sun,  she  wrote  letters  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  every  Congressman,  demand- 
ing that  a national  Thanksgiving  Day  be  pro- 
claimed. 

She  crusaded  for  Thanksgiving  in  her  maga- 
zine, dashing  off  urgent  editorials,  sometimes 
written  “with  a baby  in  my  arms.”  No  response. 
But  Mrs.  Hale  kept  at  it  By  1859,  many  states 
and  territories  had  recognized  Thanksgiving. 
Four  years  later,  in  response  to  her  annual  com- 
munication, Secretary  of  State  Seward  wrote  to 
Mrs.  Hale,  promising  to  place  her  appeal  before 
President  Abraham  Lincoln. 


In  November,  1863,  President  Lincoln— in  the 
midst  of  a bitter  Civil  War,  took  time  to  “ invite 
my  fellow  citizens  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  also  those  who  are  at  sea  or  who  are 
sojourning  in  foreign  lands,  to  set  apart  and  ob- 
serve the  last  Thursday  of  November  next  as  a 
day  of  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  our  Beneficent 
Father." 

In  Philadelphia,  Sarah  josepha  Hale,  now  75, 
sat  down  with  her  children  and  grandchildren 
for  her  Thanksgiving  Dinner.  There  was  prayer 
in  her  heart.  And  pen  and  paper  nearby. 
“Throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  great 
Republic,”,  she  wrote,  “let  Thanksgiving  ( give 
us ) the  love  of  home  and  of  country,  of  thankful- 
ness to  God,  and  peace  between  brethren." 

Today,  we  enjoy  our  Thanksgiving,  the 
uniquely  American  holiday  established  by  our 
Founding  Fathers,  with  an  assist  from  Mrs.  Hale 
and  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  450,000  members  of  the  International 
Ladies'  Garment  Workers’  Union  (80S  of  them 
women)  lift  a glass  on  this  Thanksgiving  in  a 
toast  to  her  spirit. 

Today,  ILGWU  members  enjoy  fair  wages, 
good  working  conditions,  and  other  benefits  in- 
cluding paid  vacations  and  holidays  such  as 
Thanksgiving  itself. 

This  progress  has  not  only  benefited  ILGWU 
members  and  their  families.  The  union  also  con- 
tributed materially  to  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  people  in  all  walks  of  life— as  well  as  tire  nation 
itself. 

The  constructive,  fighting  spirit  of  Mrs.  Hale 
in  many  areas,  is  symbolized  in  modern  terms  in 
the  ILGWU  label,  sewed  in  ladies'  garments. 
This  is  the  signature  of  men  and  women  who, 
through  their  union,  have  achieved  fair  stand- 
ards, the  dignity  of  a voice  in  their  conditions 
of  employment,  and  a position  of  respect  in  their 
communities. 


Symbol  of  Decency, 

Fair  Labor  Standards  and  the 
American  Way  of  Life. 


Look  for  that  label  the  next  time  you  shop 
for  women’s  or  girls’  apparel.  It  is  your  guarantee 
that  the  clothing  you  buy  was  made  by  skilled 
craftsmen  in  a shop  reflecting  the  best  American 
traditions  and  standards. 


Recipe: 


Nutmeg  Pudding  from  Mrs.  Hale's  New 
Household  Recipe  Book:  "Pound,  fine, 
two  large  or  three  small  nutmegs; 
melt  three  pounds  of  butter,  and 
ittr  into  it  half  a pound  of  loaf' 
sugar,  a little  wine,  the  yolks 
of  five  eggs,  well  beaten, 
and  the  nutmegs.  Bako 
on  a puff-paste/^^,^ 


/ 
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How  Sexual  Politics  Led  to  the  Thanksgiving  Holiday  of  1863 


Sarah  Josepha  Hale  lobbied 
tirelessly  for  the  observance. 


WBexmaRBW*  ■ ■ ■ - . • 


ByTJOAN  JACOBS  BRUMBERG 


THE  family  festival  cele- 
brated tomorrow  has  Its  ori- 
gins in  19th-century  sexual 
and  sectional  politics.  Be- 
cause women  were  assumed  to  be 
naturally  pious,  submissive,  charita- 
ble and  nurturing,  their  moral  power 
was  often  then  strongest  currency. 
Proponents  of  a national  Thanksgiv- 
ing wanted  the  holiday  to  harness 
that  moral  power  as  well  as  their 
labor  power. 

In  1863,  the  darkest  days  of  the  Civil 
War,  Abraham  Lincoln  proclaimed 
Thanksgiving  a national  observance 
— 4he  result,  in  large  part,  of  a cam- 
paign*by  Sarah  Josepha  Hale,  the  in- 
fluential editor  of  G>dey’s  Lady's 
Bot)k„  the  most  widely  circulated 
women’s  magazine  in  the  19th  cen- 
tury For  nearly  40  years,  Mrs  Hale 
publicly  promoted  the  idea  of  a na- 
tional Thanksgiving  while  writing  pri- 
vately on  the  subject  to  every  Presi- 
dent from  Millard  Fillmore  to  Lincoln 
and,  after  Lincoln,  to  Ulysses  S. 
Gr&nt  (Before  1863,  the  harvest  festi- 
val of  Thanksgiving  was  limited 


foan  Jacobs  Brumberg  leaches 
women's  history  and  family  history 
at  Cornell  University,  where  she  is 
the'director  of  the  women’s  studies 
program. 


largely  to  New  England  ) 

The  last  Thursday  in  November 
was  advanced  as  an  appri  priate  time 
for  a national  observam  e.  Agricul- 
tural labors  were  generally  complet- 
ed, elections  were  over,  seasonal  dis- 
eases such  as  malaria  and  yellow 
fever  had  run  their  course,  and  sum- 
mer travelers  had  returned  home. 

In  the  evangelical  society  of  the 
19th  century,  the  efficacy  of  collective 
prayer  on  Thanksgiving  was  as- 
sumed. In  the  view  of  Mrs  Hale  and 
other  advocates,  the  ideal  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  featured  American  parents 
and  their  children  attending  local 
Protestant  church  services  and  hear- 
ing soul-stirring  sermons  about  the 
courage  of  the  Plymouth  settlers  and 
the  fearless  patriotism  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary generation.  Yet,  oratory  and 
prayer  were  not  enough  for  many 
women,  who  were  anxious  to  under 
score  their  alleged  privileged  place 
within  the  American  Christian  home. 

As  a result,  the  Thanksgiving  cam- 
paign put  the  major  observance  in  the 
home,  at  table,  where  women  could 
best  wield  their  influence. 

The  observance,  as  elaborated  by 
various  women's  periodicals,  in- 
volved all  able-bodied  women  in 
preparing  and  preseiitating  tradition 
al,  but  elaborate,  fare,  roast  turkey, 
garnished  with  sausages  and  stuffed 
with  chestnut  dressing;  pumpkin  pies 
laced  with  sweet  cream,  eggs,  milk 
and  dnolasses;  mincemeat  made 


Sarah  Josepha  Hale,  the 
editor  of  Godey’s. 


from  beef  tongue,  suet,  apples,  cur- 
rants, mace  and  brandy. 

Middle-class  America  could  delight 
in  this  collective  and  personal  cele- 
bration of  abundance. 


In  stories  about  the  "perfect’’ 
Thanksgiving,  families  were  advised 
to  send  away  the  regular  domestic 
help,  to  their  own  people,  as  a means 
of  increasing  everyone’s  enjoyment 
and  of  underscoring  the  unity  and  pri- 
vacy of  the  nuclear  family. 

Despite  her  socially  conservative 
position  regarding  women’s  rights, 
Mrs.  Hale's  popular  cookbooks  in- 
structed the  mistress  of  the  house  to 
sit  at  the  head  of  the  table  and  under- 
take on  her  own  the  carving  of  the  fes- 
tival bird. 

Even  in  the  midst  of  the  Civil  War’s 
devastation,  the  Thanksgiving  cele- 
bration was  not  austere  Instead  of 
fasting,  Godey’s  promoted  feasting 
Fasting,  the  magazine  warned,  spoke 
only  to  the  sorry  "condition  of  the 
country  and  the  deeds  of  men,"  while 
feasting  exalted  God  and  the  culinary 
prowess  of  women. 


Mrs  Hale,  an  Episcopalian  with 
evangelical  impulses,  took  inspira- 
tion from  the  Old  Testament  (Nche 
miah  8 10) : "Go  your  way,  eat  the  fat 
and  drink  the  sweet,  and  send  por- 
tions unto  them  for  whom  nothing  is 
prepared  " She  and  her  supporters 
argued  that  to  stimulate  gratitude  to 
God.  increase  charitable  giving  and 
advance  the  cause  of  peace  within  the 
Union,  Americans  had  only  to  “sit 
down  together  to  liie  fc-ast  of  fat 
things." 

This  vision  of  the  transforming  ef- 
fects of  a single  meal  were  in  keeping 
with  a broadly  based  campaign,  led 
by  Mrs  Hale,  Catharine  Beecher, 
Frances  Willard  and  other  family  ad- 
vocates, to  promote  the  American 
woman  through  veneration  of  the 
American  home. 

"Home  is  the  sacred  residence  de- 


signed by  divine  goodness  for  the  hap- 
piness of  women,"  Mrs.  Hale  wrote. 
(She  justified  her  own  career  on  the 
ground  that  she  was  a widow  forced 
to  support  her  children.)  Disavowing 
interest  in  the  vole  or  in  the  sectional 
politics  of  the  day,  she  proclaimed 
meekness  to  be  woman’s  "highest  or- 
nament" Yet,  at  the  ideal  Thanksgiv- 
ing. women  dominated  the  proceed- 
ings. offering  enticing  spiritual  as 
well  as  nutritional  fare. 

In  the  1850’s,  as  sectional  conflict 
became  more  acrimonious,  Mrs.  Hale 
tied  the  cause  of  women  and  Thanks- 
giving to  the  preservation  of  the 
Union  Months  before  the  firing  on 
Fort  Sumter,  she  argued  that  a na- 
tional Thanksgiving  Day  provided  an 
opportunity  for  a "renewed  pledge  of 
love  and  loyalty  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  guarantees 
peace,  prosperity,  progress  and 
perpetuity  to  our  Republic.” 

By  the  autumn  of  1863,  conditions 
were  right  for  Presidential  action. 
The  sentiment  created  among  women 
by  Godey’s  editorials,  together  with 
the  Union’s  need  for  moral  fortifica- 
tion and  nationalistic  energy, 
prompted  Lincoln  to  proclaim  the  last 
Thursday  in  November  a Thanksgiv- 
ing Day 

In  the  wake  of  Gettysburg,  the 
Godey's  editor  got  her  women’s  holi- 
day and  the  nation  sal  down  to  eat  its 
more  than  ample  "patriotic  meal." 
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Mother  of  thanks  hailed 


► She  1 ‘badgered  six 
presidents”  about  a 
Turkey  Day. 

NEWPORT,  N.H.  (AP)  — When 
James  Topham’s  high  school  class- 
mates starting  teasing  him  about  his 
Sarah  Josepha  Hale  T-shirt,  he  told 
them  to  be  more  respectful. 

“To  start  with,”  Topham  said, 
“she’s  given  you  two  days  off  each 
November.” 

Topham’s  classmates  — and  ev- 
eryone else  sitting  down  to  their  hol- 
iday meal  today  — owe  thanks  to 
Hale,  a 19th-century  poet  and  wom- 
en’s rights  advocate  who  is  consid- 
ered the  mother  of  Thanksgiving.  It 
was  her  persistence  through  40  years 
and  a Civil  War  that  helped  estab- 
lish a national  holiday. 

“Sarah  was  a very  determined 
woman,”  said  Andrea  Thorpe,  direc- 


tor of  the  New- 
port library  and 
caretaker  of  the 
Sara  Josepha 
Hale  room  there. 
“She  badgered 
six  presidents 
about  Thanks- 
giving.” 

A Newport 
tavern  keeper 
and  daughter  of 
a Revolutionary 
War  captain, 
Hale  began  writing  poems  in  1822 
after  her  husband  died.  Her  most 
famous  composition  is  known  to 
generations  of  schoolchildren: 
“Mary  Had  a Little  Lamb.” 

In  1827,  she  began  her  campaign 
for  a Thanksgiving  holiday.  As  edi- 
tor of  the  Godey’s  Lady’s  Book,  the 
most  popular  ladies  magazine  of  its 
day,  she  devoted  a special  section 
each  fall  to  Thanksgiving  and 


Thanksgiving  menus. 

Recipes  for  ham  soaked  in  cider 
ran  alongside  editorials  declaring  a 
national  holiday  would  be  “a  grand 
spectacle  of  moral  power  and  hu- 
man happiness,  such  as  the  world 
has  never  witnessed.” 

As  the  Civil  War  approached,  her 
appeals  took  on  a patriotic  note.  In 
1861,  she  begged  the  country  to  “lay 
aside  our  enmities  and  strifes  ...  on 
this  one  day.” 

Legend  has  it  that  after  the 
bloody  fighting  at  Gettysburg,  Hale 
visited  President  Lincoln  to  plead 
for  a thanksgiving  day  for  peace. 

Lincoln  issued  his  National 
Thanksgiving  Proclamation  on  Oct. 
3,  1863,  just  weeks  before  his  Get- 
tysburg Address.  But  he  chose  Aug. 
6,  and  Hale  sent  a letter  reminding 
him  that  the  first  Thanksgiving  was 
in  the  fall.  Lincoln  issued  another 
proclamation  making  the  holiday 
the  last  Thursday  in  November. 
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Thanksgiving’s  founding  mother 

Pauls  Valley  Daily 
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Thanksgiving’s  founding  mother 

By  Jeff  Shultz 

CNHI  News  Service 

— On  October  3,  1863,  President  Abraham  Lincoln  sat  at  his  desk  and  pondered  the  proclamation  before  him. 

The  document  wouldn’t  be  as  weighty  as  his  Emancipation  Proclamation  he  would  pen  less  than  two  years  later.  Nor 
would  it  be  as  memorable  as  his  infamous  Gettysburg  Address. 

However,  with  the  country  tom  by  a Civil  War  it  seemed  appropriate  to  set  forth  the  decree  with  the  hope  that  all 
Americans  — whether  they  were  from  the  north  or  south  — would  take  account  of  all  the  good  they  had  and  offer 
thanks. 

It  would  be  hard  to  do,  as  Lincoln  pointed  out  in  his  proclamation. 

“In  the  midst  of  a civil  war  of  unequalled  magnitude  and  severity,  which  has  sometimes  seemed  to  foreign  states  to 
invite  and  provoke  their  aggression,  peace  has  been  preserved  with  all  nations,  order  has  been  maintained,  the  laws 
have  been  respected  and  obeyed,  and  harmony  has  prevailed  everywhere,  except  in  the  theatre  of  military  conflict,” 
he  wrote. 

Lincoln  continued,  reminding  all  who  would  read  and  hear  his  words  that  the  nation  had  been  blessed  with  “fields  of 
peaceful  industry,”  the  discovery  of  an  abundance  of  precious  metals  and  a growing  population.  He  noted  that  these 
blessings  and  more  would  continue  for  years  to  come  and  we  should  remember  from  where  they  come. 

“No  human  counsel  hath  delivered,  nor  hat  any  mortal  hand  worked  out  these  great  things.  They  are  the  gracious 
gifts  of  the  Most  High  God,  who,  while  dealing  with  us  in  anger  for  our  sins,  hath  nevertheless  remembered  mercy,” 
he  added. 

He  then  decreed  the  fourth  Thursday  of  November  of  that  year  to  be  set  aside  as  a day  of  “Thanksgiving  and  Praise 
to  our  beneficent  Father  who  dwelleth  in  the  heavens.” 

The  declaration  would  later  be  the  standard  for  the  observance  of  Thanksgiving  until  Congress  would  officially 
make  the  fourth  Thursday  of  November  the  sanctioned  day  for  Thanksgiving  79-years  later. 

Lincoln’s  proclamation  wasn’t  new,  though. 

In  1782  Congress  issued  a proclamation  for  all  Americans  to  observe  Nov.  28  as  a day  of  Thanksgiving  to  God. 
Seven  years  later.  President  Washington  issued  the  first  Thanksgiving  Proclamation  under  the  Constitution. 

Other  presidents  had  followed  suit,  encouraging  Americans  to  take  a day  to  count  their  blessings  and  recognize  the 
source  of  those  blessings. 

But  Lincoln’s  proclamation  wasn’t  bom  out  of  presidential  precedent.  Instead  it  was  the  result  of  a simple  letter 
from  a concerned  citizen. 

Just  days  before  Lincoln  made  his  proclamation;  he  opened  a letter  from  a woman  who  had  been  campaigning  for 
years  to  make  Thanksgiving  a national  holiday. 

“You  may  have  observed  that,  for  some  years  past,  there  has  been  an  increasing  interest  felt  in  our  land  to  have  the 
Thanksgiving  held  on  the  same  day,  in  all  the  States;  it  now  needs  National  recognition  and  authoritative  fixation, 
only,  to  become  permanently,  an  American  custom  and  institution,”  she  wrote. 

She  had  tried  to  get  the  governor  from  each  state  and  territory  to  declare  the  last  Thursday  of  November  as  a day  of 
Thanksgiving,  hoping  it  would  start  a national  movement  for  the  holiday. 

“...as  this  way  would  require  years  to  be  realized,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  a proclamation  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  would  be  the  best,  surest  and  most  fitting  method  of  National  appointment,”  she  continued. 

“Thus,  by  the  noble  example  and  action  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  permanency  and  unity  of  our  Great 
American  Festival  of  Thanksgiving  would  be  forever  secured.” 

She  then  humbly  signed  the  letter  by  stating,  “Excuse  the  liberty  I have  taken.” 

Six  days  later  Lincoln  issued  the  proclamation  the  woman  had  requested. 

The  author  of  the  letter  knew  the  “liberty”  she  had  taken  had  to  be  forceful  but  also  gentle  in  nature  so  it  wouldn’t 
offend  Lincoln.  That’s  why  she  was  the  perfect  person  to  suggest  such  a national  day  of  observance. 
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She  already  had  a way  with  words  for  she  was  Sarah  J.  Hale,  editor  of  “Lady’s  Book,”  the  most  influential  women’s 
periodical  of  that  era. 

Not  only  had  she  beseeched  governors  and  ultimately  the  president  himself  to  make  such  a declaration,  she  had  for 
years  editorialized  the  need  for  such  a national  day  of  Thanksgiving  in  the  pages  of  “Lady’s  Book.” 

Her  letter  and  editorials  embodied  the  very  nature  of  Free  Speech.  And  because  she  saw  her  government  as  one 
being  approachable  due  to  that  Constitutional  right,  she  was  able  to  convince  a president  — who  undoubtedly  had 
larger  problems  to  deal  with  — to  establish  something  she  felt  was  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  nation. 
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Philadelphia  Oct  9th  1864 
Hon.  yin.  H.  Seward 


Secy,  of  State  - 


My  dear  Sir- 

Enclosed  is  an  article  (or  proof)  on  the  National  Thanksgiving. 

As  yon  were,  last  year  kindly  interested  in  this  subject.  1 venture  to 
request  your  good,  offices  again  - 

My  article  will  appear  in  the  November  number  of  the  "Lady's 
Book;"  but  before  its  publication  I trust  that  President  Lincoln  will 
have  issued  his  Proclamation  appointing  ifcg.  last  Thursday  in  November,^ 
the  Day. 

I send  a copy  of  the  proof  for  the  President.  You  will  greatly 
oblige  me  by  handing  this  to  him  and  acquainting  him  with  the  contents 
of  this  letter.  I do  not  like  to  trouble  him  with  a note.  Should  the 
President  see  fit  to  issue  his  Proclamation  at  once  the  important  paper 
would  have  time  to  reach  the  knowledge  of  -American  citizens  in  Europe 
and  Asia,  as  well  as  throughout  our  wide  land.  If  the  President  should 
recommend  that  all  American  ministers  and  consuls  etc.  should  observe 
the  Day  in  their  respective  offices  in  Foreign  countries  would  it  not 
have  a good  affect  on  our  citizens  abroad  and  if  on  land  and  sea,  wherever 
the  American  Hag  floats  over  our  American  citizen  all  should  be  invited 
and  united  in  this  National  Thanksgiving  would  it  not  be  a glorious 
Festival? 

Hastily  but  truly  yours 
Sarah  Josepha  Hale 


(R.T.  Lincoln  Collection  - Lincoln  Papers) 
Reel  83 


